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Centennial 


Roann, Indiana 


1953 


1853 


“Roann’s Jubilee 


in 1953” 


LA Ve loah éx Descriptive History 


of 
Ree. AS 


September 23-26, 1953 


Featuring Nightly The Pageant 


‘‘Roann Remembers”’ 


~  . Given by the citizens of Roann and community. 


Written and directed by V. Friederika Van Buskirk 


While we dedicate this book to our fore- 
fathers whose foresight, courage and labor 
have developed this community, let us dedi- 
cate ourselves to conserve the soil and im- 
prove this community with liberty, justice 


and peace for the generations to come. 


“Thank-You: 


The great success of our Centennial year, can only be attributed to the 
untiring efforts of all committees, the fine cooperation of everybody, both old 
and young, and the wonderful financial assistance which has been given by 
our Own community, as well as the surrounding towns and cities. 


It would require volumes to write the History of Roann during the past 
100 years. To many, we hope it will re-capture pleasant memories, to 
others, we trust it will serve as a permanent record for future reference. 


Altho’ there will be those, who, for some reason may question the veracity 
of many statements, it has been our attempt, to print as nearly as possible, 
material from authentic records and sources, or from older ‘‘Roannites’’ who 
have remembered vividly the old days and relived them again in our many 
conversations. 


We are indeed grateful to another group who have given of their time, to 
collect data, and pertinent facts relating to the present community. 


We regret to report, some of the daia was not supplied and it was necess- 
ary to go to print without it. 


Again our sincere thanks to everyone who contributed in any way. 


Ruth I. York, Editor 
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Aerial view of Roann. 
Plat drawn by Otto L, Rantz. 
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Lorin Tomlinson John Bryan, Pres. Fred Van Buskirk 
Secretary Treasurer 


Otis Baker James Van Buskirk Carl Schenkel Lloyd Grandstaff 


Chronological History Of Roann 


1853—Platting of Roann 

04—Railroad first projected 

99—The first business house built by Corne- 
lius Halderman 

56—The third bridge was built 

98—Baker's Shoe Shop opened 

60—Roann Post Office established 

61—Civil War 

62—Call for volunteers 

64—Dunkard Church was built 

66—United Brethren Church built 

71—Coming of the Railroad, Elevator and 
Hotel built, Saw Mill burned 

72—First petition presented to County Com- 
missioners for formation of Paw Paw 
Township 

73—Methodist Church built 

74—First school built 

79—Black diphtheria epidemic and Univers- 
alist Church built 

76—Present covered bridge built 

79—School closed due to scarlet fever epi- 
demic 

80—First Brethren Church built 

82—Bank established by Daniel Van Buskirk 
and addition built to the school building 


83—Opera House built by George Oren 
84—First Elevator burned 
85—Presbyterian Church built 
-93—Paw Paw Township organized 
99—School burned 


1901—Big fire destroyed much of business sec- 
tion of the town 


02—First telephone exchange installed 

03—Cement sidewalks laid 

13—Town bonded for Water Works 

14—Electric lights brought to the community 

16—Carnegie Library built; Roann Basket- 
ball Team won County Championship; 


Indiana State Centennial celebration for 
the Roann community 


17—Again a County Championship for the 
Basketball Team; First Booster Celebra- 
tion; First World War 

21—Paved streets added 

34—Parent-Teacher Association organized 

35—Bank hold-up 

36—Train wreck 

4]—New school building 

53—ROANN CENTENNIAL CELEBRATION 


Roann Businesses in 1953 


Doctor — Dr. James G. Kidd 

Veterinarian — Dr. George E. Dershem 

Hatchery — Menno S. Diller 

Produce Buyer — Fred Petty 

Roann Hardware — Lorin Tomlinson and Ed- 
ward E. Yarian 

Three Groceries — Lawrence Clayton, George 
B. Fisher & Son and George Giltner 

Two Restaurants — Robert O. Lynn and Asher 
Kennedy 

tate Exchange Bank — Fred Van Buskirk, 

President; Orrill Van Buskirk, Vice-Presi- 
dent; and James Van Buskirk, Cashier. 

United Telephone Company, Inc. — Mildred 
Anglin, Operator 

Two Plumbers — Willard Mouser & Son and 
Omer Joy 

Drug Store — Harriett Thompson and Ethel Ul- 
rey (Landmark Sundries) 

Two Beauty Shops — Betty Meyer and Mary 
Ellen Hunter 

Barber Shop — Dean Sheetz 

Army Surplus Store — Irvin J. Spiece & Richard 
I. Spiece 

Monuments — L. C. Smith 


Four Filling Stations — Carl Givler, Walter 
Spiece Jr., Otto Wolfe and Wood Wright 

Two Garages — (Hugh E.) Comer and (Lorin) 
Rantz, Charles York 

Farm Implements — (Ross) Watson and (Leon) 
Bidwell 

Roann Lumber Co. — Otis E. Baker 

Funeral Director — Lloyd Grandstaff 

Elevator — Mayer Grain Co. with Carl J. 
Schenkel, Mar. 

Two Machine Shops — Paul Couch and Melvin 
Yocum 

Two Welding Shops — John Dunfee and Ken- 
neth Black 

Post Office — Ruth B. Flinn, Postmaster 

Television Store—(Robert O.) Lynn and (James 
D.) Shoemaker 

Two Bulk Oil Stations — (Wilbur) Nicely Oil 
Service and Standard Oil Co. with 
Howard E. Stone, Agent 

Frozen Food Locker Plant — Lloyd R. Miller, 
owner 

Two Milk Trucks — Joseph Sloop and Walter 
Slonaker 

Electrician — Arthur Warren 
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BY RUTH I. YORK 
PAW PAW TOWNSHIP HISTORY , as Eel River. 
4 ‘ By 1815, the issue ‘whether the white man 
: ie Settlement moos nothing put Gi baby or the Indian should possess Indiana’ was de- 
en days, fer I mind Bh old Ezry Sturgiss cided and many Indians left at once for their 
had jest got his saw and griss-millin’ ‘agoing; new land west’ of the Mississippi. 


and Bills had come along and claimed to know 
all about millin' and got a job with him; and 
millers in them times was wanted worse ‘n 
congressmen, and reckon got better wages; fer 
afore Erzy built ther wasn't a dust ‘meal er 
flour to be had short o’ the White Water, bet- 
ter’n sixty mild from here, the way we had to 
fetch it. And they used to come to Erzy fer ther 
grindin’ as fer as that; and one feller I knowed 
come from what used to be the old South Fork, 
over eighty mild from here, and in the wettest, 
rainy weather; and mud! Law!” 


Several small treaties were made, but in the 
summer of 1826, the biggest real estate deal 
ever made in the history of the county was 
made with the Indians at Paradise Spring — a 
spot on the south side of the walk leading to 
the old Big Four Depot in Wabash. 

The United States Commissioners met with 
the chiefs and hundreds of Indians of the two 
tribes (the Potawatomies being the stronger 
of the two). With the white man supplying the 
food and whisky by the barrel while some two 
weeks were spent in conferences, the red man 


TU 2) SERS Hee ey ue early pioneer as ceded to the United States all of the land north 
portrayed by James Whitcomb Riley in his of the Wabash River down to the mouth of the 
narrative, “The Old Settler.” Tippecanoe 

The invasion of the white man has long ago Unfortunately, we have to admit that red 
buried the memories of the earliest aborigine man’s contact with white civilization brought 
inhabitants beneath paved streets and high- him much suffering and grief. Fire water-des- 
ways, among cultivated farmlands and mod- troyed village harmony Five hundred Miamis 
ern dwellings. Very little remains except land were said to have been killed in drunken 
names — Niconza Church, Squirrel Creek, brawls between 1812 and 1830. Diseases 
Miami County, Chippewa, the Kenapocomoco brought by the white man ravaged Indian 
River (Indian for Eel), the Mississinewa, the villages. . 

Wabash, the Salamonie, Lagros (shortened to Continued pressure from the white man re- 
Lagro) to remind us of yesteryear, the Red man sulted in a series of treaties and finally, in 1838, 
and his squaw whose love for the green earth the Indians gave up all land claims and were 
was just as real and profound as that of any deported by force into the land of “the setting 
landowner living among us today. sun.” This forced migration compelled them to 

At one time, the Miamis claimed to be the forsake the remains of their buried loved ones 

sole owners of the entire territory of Indiana. and to leave forever the land they loved. Such 


However, later, the Potawatomies came down departure was sufficient anguish unto itself, 
from the north and took possession as far south yet the march, spoken of in history as the trail 


ROLLIN L. SMITH 
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of death”, brought unspeakable misery and 
suffering to the ill and the aged. Many more 
who could not stand the long, hot, marching 
days became ill and many died on the trail. 
Scarcely was proper time given for burial of 
the remains of their fallen comrades. 

Thus, as a twinge of sadness grips our hearts, 
we see the curtain fall on the closing chapter 
of early Indian history in this section which 
was later to become Wabash County in the 
State of Indiana which had been admitted to 


the Union in the year 1816 and became known 
as the Hoosier State. 


The Valley of the Wabash has, of course, be- 
come famous through Paul Dresser’s song, “On 


the Banks of the Wabash.”’ Again, adventurous 
hearts have thrilled to the Frances Slocum story 
— the little five-year old girl who was stolen 
from her Pennsylvania home by hostile Indians 
and never heard of until she was located 59 
years later living as an Indian Princess near 
Somerset, south of Wabash. 


THE FIRST WHITE MAN 


In the early spring of 1835 John Anderson, a 
native from Ohio but more recently from 
Logansport, brought his wife, two sons, and 
two daughters into new territory. Cutting a 
road through swamp, thicket, and brush-wood 
from Wesaw Creek up along Eel River into 
Wabash County, he finally settled on Squirrel 
Creek, a mile north of Squirrel Village (now 
Stockdale). 


According to the 1884 Wabash County His- 
tory, he is described as “having settled himself 
with his back against a huge poplar log, with 
a roof of split clapboards over him, and sup- 
ported by crotches and poles. This sounds 
rough for a family of six persons, but similar 
cases are on record in various parts of the 
country.” 

The Potawatomie Indians were living to- 
gether near the river in a small village called 
Squirrel Town. (It was named for Niconza, 
chief of the village, whose name meant 
“squirrel.’’) 

A strange quiet prevailed through the camp 
as dark eyes becoming narrowed and hostile, 
followed every move of these pale faced in- 
truders, but to John Anderson, who stood on 
the knoll above Squirrel Creek, this was the 
end of the road. For this moment he had lived, 
trampled miles of prairie grass, waded 
swamps, cut brush, gone hungry that his chil- 
dren might have food. Warmed in this moment 
of exaltation, his eyes beheld the future before 
him — fields of ripening corn, waving grain, 
cattle grazing on yonder hill where at the 
moment only Mother Nature held full sway. 
Yes, John looked, dreamed, and murmured a 
prayer of thanksgiving. 

Almost immediately other white settlers be- 


Ann Beckner Brower, for whom town 
received name, 


gan to infiltrate the new territory. Jacob Bryan 
settled on Eel River in 1835, although he had 
been in the vicinity a little earlier. He had mi- 
grated to Jefferson County in 1823, but because 
of adverse conditions, he was compelled to re- 
main there for several years before coming on 
to this region. 

Excerpts from a letter written by William H. 
Bryan (grandson of Jacob) to his nephew, Fred, 
gives a clue to that often repeated question: 
What could induce folk in those early days to 
pull up stakes, part with home and loved ones, 
face untold dangers, insecurity, hardships of 
every sort and possible annihilation by un- 
friendly Indians? 

‘ _ _ writing letters and eating three meals 
a day is about all 1 am able to do now 
You say a lot of colored men are working in 
the ship yards. No doubt you never knew why 
the Bryan family moved from North Carolina 
to Indiana. Here is what my father told me. 
Grandfather Bryan (Jacob) had a large family 
—several daughters — and Aunt Mary had a 
beau who was a quadroon (a white man with 
one-fourth negro blood in his veins.) Grand- 
father took her to task, and she said she didn't 
know it. He did not want any negro blood in 
his family, so he finally decided to find a home 
in the north and walked from Lumberton, 
North Carolina, as far north as Rochester, Indi- 
ana and back again. He moved to Madison, 
Indiana, in 1823 . . . to Paw Paw Township in 
1e35n 

The following spring and summer found 
many new homesteaders. Hard work and high 
hopes were the essence of the day. Clearings 
were made by hand, neighbor helping neigh- 
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of Roann, 1 mile west. 


bor. This was done by cutting 18 in. and under, 
piling and burning. When a grist of corn meal 
was needed, a volunteer walked or went on 
horseback, got a sack full, rode two or three 
miles farther on to a corn cracker mill, got his 
grist ground and then returned home. 


Quoting again from the 1884 Wabash Coun- 
ty History: “For meat, we had venison in 
abundance ... For a mere trifle, an Indian 
would bring us all we wanted.’’ And according 
to Norman Bryan, “The pioneers didn't need to 
hunt. The bucks killed the deer, the squaws 
skinned it and carried it to the pioneer, who 
gave them a bushel of corn in return. Their 
finest delicacy was cooked ‘gut and punkin’”. 


Newcomers continued to arrive. Activity in- 
creased. More comfortable dwellings began to 
appear. Fences were put up here and there. 
Harvest time, butchering, and wood-cutting 
were sandwiched in. 


In 1836 James Jack had arrived from Ohio in 
his huge, ungainly Conestoga wagon, and by 
1840 he had built his own corn cracker mill 
with nigger-head stones to grind with. He cut 
the timber, framed it, made the irons and laid 
the foundation himself. “Many bushels of corn 
were cracked into meal upon these rude home- 
made buhrs.” (1884 History) 

Mr. Jack, a skilled workman built his own 
brick kiln and with the brick from this kiln, he 
built the first brick dwelling—a fine home com- 
pared to the more modest type cabin of most 
of the settlers in these early years. In later 
years, this same Mr. Jack became the founder 
of the Presbyterian College in Crawfordsville, 
now known as Wabash College. 

By this time, only a few Indians remained in 
the region and they were widely scattered. 
Squirrel Village became known as Vernon and 
then still later as Stockdale. 


ie 


In an article in the North Manchester News- 
Journal, Harry Leffel says, ‘it was probably in 
1839 that Thomas Goudy started a saw mill on 
Eel River a little below the mouth of Squirrel 
Creek, and sawed the lumber with which he 
built a new flour mill with a flour run of bi:hrs, 
by far the most elaborate and best mil! in that 
section. That soon put Anderson's corn cracker 
mill out of business but his saw mill, using an 
up and down saw, operated for many years. 

“A person standing at the mill site today 
cannot but feel some wonder and admiration 
for the courage, foresight and judgment of 
those old pioneers. What insight told them 
where to build a dam? Surveyors were few 
and far between. Yet the site of the Stockdale 
dam is one of the best power sites on Eel River. 
Although only a head of five feet of water is 
used, yet a fifteen foot head could easily be 
obtained without backing up the water further 
than the site of the old Laketon dam. What 
effort it took to build a dam across as large 
a stream as Eel River is at that point! Nothing 
to work with but logs, brush, stones and earth. 
No concrete with reinforcing steel, nor modern 
motion machinery to place the material in the 
river. Nothing but ox teams and human brawn. 
Yet that is what Thomas Goudy did a hundred 
or more years ago, when there were few 
settlers in that part of the country. 

“Oddly enough Thomas Goudy never owned 
the mill site. That section of land had been 
granted to Aub-e-nau-be, a Fulton county 
Indian chief in the treaty of the Tippecanoe in 
1832. Later this grant was annulled and was 
turned to To-panaw-kong, wife of Peter Long- 
lois. Then came a title dispute, for the Indions 
had sold the mill site to Allen Hamilton, Cyrus 
Taber, Philip Polland and William and George 
W. Ewing December 30, 1836, two years before 
that section was given to Mrs. Loglois. The 
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dispute was settled by a deed from Mrs. Long- 
lois and by a quit claim document by Pow- 
kow-shuk and Shaw-quak-shuk, sons of Aub- 
e-nue-be, who had died in the meantime. Ap- 
parently the white owners leased this mill site 
to Goudy, for there is no record of their being 
active in the mill at any time. George W. 
Ewing sold interest in the mill to Daniel D. 
Rank September 28, 1858, and Baker died soon 
after. Samuel D. Rank then brought court ac- 
tion, claiming he had bought half of Baker’s 
interest prior to Mr. Baker’s death, but had not 
received a deed. He was given a commission- 
er's deed October 21, 1859. 


“Some time prior to this the old mill became 
undermined by high waters and washed 
away. It is said the mill stood out in the river, 
and the grain was carted out of it from the 
banks by means of a tramway or board walk. 
Baker & Rank, apparently partners, rebuilt the 
mill building, setting it back on the bank, and 
building a short mill race to operate the water 
wheels. So well did they plan and construct 
this building, that it has stood in good condi- 
tion throughout all the intervening years, and 
is the one now in use. It consists of three stories 
and basement. The basement houses the 
power shafting and pulleys that operate the 
machinery on the floor above. There is one 
huge hickory elm beam fifty feet long in the 
building. Othér beams and joists are of oak, 
walnut and poplar. Today there is no percepti- 
ble sag in the building, although the first 
foundation did rot away and had to be re- 
placed with concrete foundations. 


‘Johnson M. Burdge claimed Baker owed 
him $2,275 on a note and obtained judgment 
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and a sheriff's deed October 6, 1860. The ab- 
stract does not clearly indicate just how the 
interest in the mill was divided, but at no time 
did any person own the entire interest. Burdge 
later sold his interest to John C. Appleman, 
Samuel D. Rank and Benjamin H. Rank. During 
the Civil War days this mill under lease to Holt 
& Son manufactured and shipped flour to the 
Union Armies. After the war, Goudy seems to 
have had an active connection in the mill, still 
operating under lease. 

“It was not until March 19, 1886, that James 
M. Deck, Sr. and Ira Smith acquired a third in- 
terest. Mr. Deck then became the sole owner 
in 1902. He had come to Stockdale from Belden 
in 1881, where he had learned the milling busi- 
ness. It would seem that he first worked for the 
owners and then entered into a contract to pur- 
chase the interest of the owners as he was able 
to do so. Mr. Deck, Sr., operated the mill until 
September 9, 1916. At that time a new dam 
was needed. Mr. Deck did not feel equal to the 
task of making the repairs; and sold th busi- 
ness to his son, James. The father superin- 
tended construction of the dam but never lived 
to see it in operation, as he was taken ill in 
November and died the following January. The 
present dam is of concrete, and sloped in such 
a manner that the water flows over it with a 
minimum of wear on the spillway below. 

“The old buhr mill was changed to a roller 
mill in 1881, and when Mr. Deck assumed con- 
trol, he named his flour the White Loaf brand, 
with a picture showing a loaf of Vienna style 
bread on the sacks. This brand or picture has 
never been changed. The mill has a capacity 
of fifty barrels of flour a day. In addition, com- 
mercial feed grinding is done by a hammer- 
mill, with power developed from the water 
wheels. There are three vertical water turbins 
in use. Two are 35 inches, and one 30 inches. 
They develop about 75 horsepower. Wooden 
bevel gears are used for the lower gears, and 
steel bevel gears are used for the upper gear 
wheels. This combination causes a minimum 
amount of wear. 

“Low water never causes any trouble at the 
mill for the head of water is sufficient to oper- 
ate in the driest seasons. Flood water causes 
the trouble. Contrary to popular impression, 
the 1913 flood was not the record high for Eel 
River. An accurate record has been kept of 
four great floods, as each time the basement 
was flooded. The high mark was in June, 1936; 
the second highest was in 1937; the third high- 
est was in 1913, and the fourth highest 
occurred in 1883." (Harry Leffel) 

The mill remains in the Deck family under 
the management of Addison and Norma Deck 
Krom since the death of Mrs. Krom’s father, 
James H. Deck, in 1952. 

Stockdale had been platted in 1839 with 24 
lots in Wabash County and 40 in Miami. And 
it was about this same time that Jacob Bryan 
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clso built a brick kiln and burned brick for his 
own and many other nearby dwellings. 

From the time the first store was built in 1848, 
the town grew and prospered. It was known as 
“the roughest, toughest, two-fisted, fightingest 
town anywhere north of Eel River”! 


The river was forded in the early days just 
below the present dam. In the wet season 
fording became dangerous due to the higher 
water and it was on this sort of crossing that 
Cal Patterson one day nearly lost his life. His 
team floated away and was drowned and 
when Cal felt himself being carried down- 
stream by the turbulent river, he cried to his 
father on the opposite bank, “I can't make ‘er 
Pa. Name the baby Calvin!” 


His life was spared and the baby girl was 
named Luella! 


ROANN 

By the year 1841 various small bridges had 
been built over Squirrel and Paw Paw creeks, 
but until that year, Eel river had been crossed 
only by fords. However, at that time it became 
necessary to build a bridge over Eel Rver to 
accommodate the new road being laid be- 
tween Wabash and Rochester. The high water 


in the spring of 1842 ended the life of this first 
structure. A similar fate befell the second 
bridge which was erected in 1845. 


A newer type bridge was ventured the third 
time and it managed to withstand the wear 
and tear of the river and the travelers for some 
20 years. Norman Bryan said, ‘The last time 
my father went across it the holes were so bad 
he could hardly get his team to cross.” 


This bridge stood a little east of the present 
covered bridge. The forepart — from the south 
side to the island — was covered and the re- 
maining span was left open with side railings. 

For several years following the new road 
through this section, Joseph Beckner toyed with 
the idea of platting the town, but not until the 
spring of 1853 was the actual undertaking ac- 
complished with two streets east, and west; 
and three streets north and south. 


There are two legends concerning the nam- 
ing of the town: 


As one story goes, a short time after the town 
was planned and surveyed, a young lady, Ann 
Beckner, was crossing Eel River in a small boat 
near the location of the new town to join a 
group of persons on the opposite side. Winds 
of an approaching storm, we are told, carried 
her boat from its course, causing considerable 
alarm to those awaiting her on the shore; and 
someone in the group shouted encouragingly 
to the distressed maiden, “Row, Ann, row, 
Ann”, and it occurred to someone present that 
the new town might be called Roann. 


The following is credited with being the 
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The early Mill (Top) 


The present Mill (Bottom) 


really true story which is authenticated by the 
obitrary ot Ann Beckner Brower (furnished by 
Opal Rantz), who was related to the writer by 
Elsie Brower Kreig, the daughter of Ann Beck- 
ner. 


It was about 117: years ago when Joseph 
Beckner brought his family to Indiana from 
Virginia and bought 600 acres of land from the 
Government. They operated a tavern where in 
early days weary travelers found feed for their 
horses and board and lodging for themselves. 
The Indian trail led from Stockdale, or Squirrel 
Village to Wabash Town and it was not un- 
common for the Indians to stop by Beckner’s 
Tavern on their way to Wabash Town. 


In 1853 when the site for the new town was 
surveyed, the Beckners employed a “hired 
girl’ who was the same age as the Beckner’s 
daughter. She, too, was named Ann — Ann 
Roe. 

As the days of the surveying were con- 
cluded, the air about the Beckner Tavern was 
charged with excitement. Evening came and 
the long kitchen table was covered with im- 
portant papers which later became a living 
reality in the form of the new town. 

‘Now to name the town,’ they mused toget- 
her. Then the surveyor snapped a finger, “Why 
not name it after the cooks?’’ He looked about 
for the blushing, giggling girls. “The two 
Ann's!” Then thinking aloud, Annsby — Annro 
_T have it!” He laughed loudly. “RoAnn!”" And 
so it has always been. 

The following year, Cornelius Halderman 
bought 520 acres, including the section only 
recently platted. He built his own dwelling and 
then erected the first business which was 4 


ROANN MARKET 


L. M. CLAYTON 


Deerwood & KoWeBa Groceries 


Meats and Dairy Products 


Roann 


Compliments to the Roann Centennial 


ROBINETT BUICK 


Wabash, Indiana 


“Always A Good Deal All Ways” 


Phone 11 


—~ 


Compliments of 


LAVENGOOD’S CAFE 


Phone 149 


NORTH MANCHESTER, INDIANA 


Rebuilding of dam, 1916 


General Store in about 1855. It stood where 
the Masonic Temple now stands. Later Mr. 
Halderman laid out additions to the town south 
of the original plat on the east side of the Chip- 
pewa Rood, and Samuel H. Butterbaugh’s 
addition was laid out on the west side. 

As early as 1850 Alger and Richardson had 
built a saw mill which stood two miles east of 
Roann. Other mills were active. Halderman 
and Reiner operated a steam saw mill which 
was built in 1854. Amos Gipe also ran a saw 
mill along the river. 


According to N. P. Lavengood, ‘Before Job 
Tilman built in back of the present Locker 
Plant operated by Lloyd Miller, George Gause 
(father of Billy) operated a planing and saw 
mill. Just west of the ravine and east of the 
present Locker Plant. To the east of the ravine 
stood a cemetery now long forgotten. This sec- 
tion was set aside for a cemetery and a 
church. The church was built (United Brethren) 
but was later sold to the New Light Christian 
Church.’ 


Levi Patterson was the first to buy a lot and 
build a business in the new town. The Patter- 
son home place was on the farm now owned 
by Mrs. Carl Wood located on Squirrel Creek. 

It was around 1854 when the railroad was 
first projected, but due to various reverses, 
the project was dropped and the stockholders 
suffered a complete loss on their investment. 
The undertaking was not resumed until nearly 
17 years later when it was carried through to 
completion. 

The year 1854 was long remembered as the 
tragic year when the cholera struck. Cholera, 
according to Webster is “acute inflammation of 
the stomach and intestines, cramps, etc.’ To- 
day it would probably be called a “virus in- 
fection.’ Many lives were snuffed out in a few 
days’ time. An individual retiring for the night 
had no assurance that he would be alive to 
greet another day. Among those recovering 
from the dreaded illness were Jacob Bryan, 


Willis Bryan, Samuel Gamble, James Jack and 
a few others. 

According to Mrs. Elsie Krieg some years 
ago, About 1858, John F. Baker built a house 
on the hill on the east side of Main Street and 
a cobbler shop on the lower level.” Mr. Baker 
also first became Post Master when the Post 
Office was established in 1860." 

Roann's birth pangs were slow and painful. 
By 1861 the “Differences” between the North 
and the South were amounting to warfare and 
most able-bodied men answered the call for 
volunteers when it came in ‘62, except one 
who was a somewhat “retarded”’ youth by the 
name of Columbus Hicks! 

“Columbus”, related Norman Bryan again, 
“went to live in the woods to keep from 
going to war. He lived like a hermit, existing 
on herbs and berries and sleeping on the 
ground. 

“Tie would burn brush, then pull aside the 
ashes and sleep where the earth had been 
warmed. In the spring he sold ginsing, sassa- 
fres, berries, mushrooms, and anything that 
would bring him a few pennies. 

‘“Cne cold March day I walked back to the 
creek”, continued Norm, “to look after my 
cattle. I heard someone talking and when | 
located the man, it was Columbus. As | 
watched him, he took off his trousers, waded 
the creek waist deep, stepped out of his wet 
underwear, wrung out the water, put them back 
on, then his dry pants and went on his way!” 

“They took him to the poor farm,” says Pleas 
Lavengood, “in the winters after he got older, 
but he just wouldn't stay in the summertime. 
They found him dead in the woods west of 
town one day.” 

Lute Shoemaker, a grocer in Roann in the 
early 1900's (now a resident of Kewanna) says 
that when Mrs. Shoemaker taught school north 
of town in the Bethel School, she, one day, 
asked her geography class who discovered. 
America! Mary Helvy, a sweet little girl raised 
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her hand and answered innocently, ‘“Colum- 
bus Hicks!" So go the many stories of one of 
the town’s early “characters,” Columbus 


Hicks! 


One of the first needs of the new community 
was, of course, a general store and atter that 
came the meeting houses and the school. 

The German Baptist Church (Dunkard) was 
built north of the river in 1864. Many folks re- 
member well the all-night communion services 
which were held once a year with breakfast 
in the morning of “bread and sop.” The bap- 
tismal services took place in nearby Eel River 
and many also remember the solemnity of 
those occasions. 


In 1866 the United Brethren Church (men- 
tioned previously) was built, but it lasted only 
@ short time. 


ADVENT OF THE “IRON HORSE” 

With the coming of ‘71 and the “iron horse”, 
the prosperity of the community seemed as- 
sured. The course of the track would have 
Leen ciltered had the farmers in the Stockdale 
not been so reluctant to relinquish land for the 
right-of-way. This hesistancy on their part 
served as a turning point to each community— 
progression to the one—recession to the other. 

Roann was a bee-hive of activity. A new 
grain elevator was being built. Many new- 
comers were arriving. The hotel was built. 
Laborers came from far and wide to work on 
the track. All grading and work on the right-of 
way was done by mule team. 

After the railroad was completed, Willis 
Bryan (son of the previously-mentioned Jacob 
Bryan) bought a mule team from a laborer 
who had come all the way from Ohio to work 
on the new railroad.’ According to Norman 
Bryan (Willis’ son), Mr. Bryan used the team 
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Sundries’ Building as they 


until they were 43 years old when he finally 
sold them — still good workers. 


The day for the first appearance of the “iron 
horse’’ was a memorable one. According to 
Harold Yocum, ‘My mother, Elizabeth Yocum, 
was a girl about 10 years old and remembered 
the event well. She said people came from miles 
around, but when the big engine came roar- 
ing in, she got so scared that she hid her face 
behind her mother’s big apron.” 

The railroad was built only one mile west of 
Roann, until nearly a year later when the 
bridge was finished over the river three miles 
farther west. 

“I came the year the railroad was built,” 
said Fred Needham in 1940. “My brothers, John 
and Emsley were already here and they wrote 
me in Delaware County that there was lots of 
work here in our line. My brothers and I built 
he building now occupied by Giltners Store 
and Roann Hardware Store operated by Yari- 
an and Tomlinson, the Wright house, the first 
bank building, and the first two school build- 
ings. In ‘75 we built the Universalist Church 
and in ‘78, we built a home for Jacob Bryan 
(now occupied by the Lorin Tomlinson family). 

“The only houses on the south side of the 
track were Nora Thompson's — just rough 
boards — and the Butterbaugh house. Mr. 
Butterbaugh’s sister then built the Applegate 
house.” 

George Oren first opened a blacksmith shop 
where the Library now stands according to 
several “oldtimers”’. Then to the north of that 
Thad Hoke operated a wagon shop. 

As nearly as can be determined, the first 
school was built in Roann in 1874. Willis Bryan 
had taught in various places for 16 terms pre- 
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the provision that he must cut his own wood. 

According to both Elsie Krieg and Norman 
Bryan, the very first school was one-half mile 
west of what is now referred to as the George 
Swihart corner (south of town). Ann Beckner 
attended school there. There were puncheon 
seats in this first school, no desks, and long 
strips of lumber along the wall provided writ- 
ing space. 

The next school was on the site of Walter 
Spiece’s home (formerly the Dillman home). 

“That first school,”’ said Norman Bryan, ‘was 
on the Corder farm. That man turned every bit 
of cash into gold as fast as he got it and atter 
he died, no one ever did find the cache. There's 
plenty of gold buried out there somewhere!” 

More trouble headed into town with the com- 
ing of winter in ‘75 and ‘76. Black Diphtheria! 

“The town was isolated. Roads were blocked 
leading into town. Burials were made after 
dark.” So related Pleas Lavengood. ‘Grandma 
Grimes lost six children. Others suffered simi- 
lar losses. 

“I remember staying with Grandfather Hub- 
bard. He lived where Mrs. Andrew Bickel now 
lives. The house then belonged to Dave Wal- 
mer and it had just three rooms. The Walmers 
rented one room to Grandmother and Grand- 
father and kept two boarders. When I stayed, 
I slept on the trundle bed. 

‘All to the south was corn. We kids played 
in the sand on the lot where the Lynn (formerly 
S. L. Ocker) house now stands.” 

It was in this same year of '75-’76 that the 
present covered bridge was built. 

Stockdale continued to lose ground and new 
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organizations continued to take root in Roann. 
In 1880 the 1O.O.F. Lodge, and Rebekah 


Lodge were moved to Roann. 


Another epidemic hit the town in this same 
year of 1880 and the school was closed for part 
of the term. Lute Shoemaker (now 83) and Mrs. 
Elmetta Tilman Lukens (now 86) were both 
attending school at that time. 

This first building which is shown on ‘School 
Time’ page is described in the memory book 
of Jessie Rhodes: “March 8, 1880. Our school 
is in the eastern part of Roann in the cen- 
ter of a nice plot of land. It is 21 feet wide by 
34 feet long. The scholars face the north and 
there is a blackboard the width of the room... 
We have eight windows . We are on the 
second floor.” 

In 1876 George Gunder then age 16 ob- 
tained a license to teach school in Wabash 
County. From ‘76 to ‘78 he was principal at 
New Harrisburg, but in ‘78 he came to Roann 
where he organized a high school, graduating 
two classes — one in ‘81; the other in ‘82. These 
were three-year courses. Dr. Minetta Jordan 
who for many years practiced medicine in Wa- 
bash was a student in 1882. 

Lifting a page from the autograph book 
given to Jessie Rhodes by her mother, July 5, 
1879, we read: “Think for thyself one good 
idea, But know it to be thine own, Is better than 
a thousand gleaned from fields of others 
sown,” Your friend, Cora E. Lockridge. Again, 
“May peace be the lot of thy mind, That seeks 
it in meekness and love But rapture and bliss 
are confined. To the glorified spirits above. 
Ever remember your friend, Mabel Kidd.” Last 
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Cary Needham, Arnold Sloan, Comley Meyer, Jim Needham, Ira 
Heagy, Ray Figert — 1953. 


the very formal note from “teacher” perfectly 
penned: “Be noble, and the nobleness that 
lives in others souls, tho’ sleeping, will rise in 
majesty, responsive to thine own. Yours truly, 
Geo. W. Gunder, Roann, Ind., Jan. 6 1881.” 

Little did Mr. Gunder dream that the owner 
of that autograph book, a pretty little girl with 
pig tails and big blue eyes, would within a few 
years become his wife. 


Much information, otherwise lacking, has 
come from diaries, pictures and autograph 
books which have been loaned by Mrs. Harry 
Gray, Wabash. These valuable items all be- 
longed to her parents, Mr. and Mrs. George 
Gunder. 

One autograph consists of a poem written 
for little Jessie Rhodes by James Whitcomb 
Riley entitled “The Brook.” It was written 
on February 11, 1882 and never published. 

J. W. Riley seems to have been a frequent 
visitor to Roann in those days since he was an 
intimate friend of George Gunder. He went 
through this part of the country painting barns, 
signs, etc. Lute Shoemaker says there is to this 
day a sign painted by Riley in Roann. When 
the paint wears off, Riley's sign, being of more 
lasting paint, comes through. 

Mr. Riley was a popular speaker and was 
often elected to speak at different gatherings. 

Daniel Van Buskirk had brought his family 
from Ijamsville in 1877 to settle in Roann. In 
1882 he sold his interest in the elevator and 
organized the Exchange Bank (now the State 
Exchange Bank). 

Again Lute Shoemaker is responsible for a 
story — another true one — this one about Mr. 
Van Buskirk’s younger son, Fred. It seems that 
even at the tender age of five, Fred displayed 
an aptitude for his present career of banking 
by demanding of Mr. Shoemaker a receipt 
upon the payment of a 3-cent debt which he 
had incurred a few days earlier. The debt had 
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been contracted when Fred’s sudden and 
overpowering appetite for candy had caught 
him with insufficient funds in hand and he had 
requested that the purchase be “charged’.. 
Mr. Shomaeker obliged with the receipt. 

Along with the establishing of the Bank, this 
year of 1882 saw a new addition put on the 
school building. A new third story was put 
to the front of the old building and wings were 
added one by one. 

In 1883 George Oren found his small black- 
smith shop inadequate for his growing busi. 
ness, so he built a fine two-story building 
which would accommodate his shop on the 
ground floor, and a community center on the 
second floor. 

This second floor proved to be a very im- 
cortant room in the new community for it was 
here that home talent shows, operas, band 
practices, etc., were held. 

At this point, Pleas Lavengood can furnish 
another bit of reminiscing! “Tom Lukens was 
really the baby of the band, and I remember 
when we practiced that he sometimes crawled 
off someplace and went to sleep. Well, we 
practiced, locked up, and went home to bed. 
Along in the night, someone came pounding 
on the door and said that Tom could not be 
found. I dressed and we hurried to the Opera 
House and found Tom — asleep on one of the 
benches.” 

The Presbyterian Church was organized and 
built at the south edge of town in 1885 and 
functioned until about 1920 when the member- 
ships were transferred to the Wabash Presby- 
terian Church. The Church of the Brethren then 
bought the building and moved from their 
building north of the river. 

W. H. Weber bought an interest in the drug 
store in 1889 and L. A. Baber came from Wa- 
bash to operate a general store. He and Mrs. 
Baber started housekeeping in the house now 
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owned by Otio L. Rantz and originally built by 
Charley Halderman. 

Paw Paw Township was organized in 1893 
and by now Roann had a population of about 
650 persons. 


Another big fire occurred in 1899 (the ac- 
count is elsewhere in this book). The school 
house burned, due to faulty heating installa- 
tions. The building was replaced in the follow- 
ing year with a fine new structure which was 
modern in every respect. 


At the turn of the century much controversy 
existed regarding the removal of the old board 
walks. Modern minded citizens were suggest- 
ing cement walks. However, before this was 
accomplished, the furniture store which stood 
next to the bank caught fire and the devasting 
fire of January, 1901, took place. A strong west 
wind fanned sparks across Main Street and 
besides the bank building, the furniture store 
and a few out buildings on the west, the entire 
section up to the alley on the east side was 
burned out. 

As usual with fires, some odd things hap- 
pened. Mrs. Harold Yocum says that her father 
jumped in the big clothes hamper and it took 
help to get him out. One woman picked the 
huge mirror off the wall and carried it a block 
away. Cy Meyer allowed Pleas Lavengood to 
pile heavy log chains around his neck and on 
his arms. He walked up 5 steps to deposit them 
on the ground behind the harness shop. 

‘Besides that,’” Cy said, “I up-ended what 
they called a trunk of leather and put it over 
my shoulder and carried it out. Next day when 
I went back, I couldn't even lift one end of it.” 

A man sleeping in the Gipe Building (pres- 
ent Clayton Grocery Store) opened a window, 
yelled for ‘‘quiet’’ and then went back to bed 
and was told about the fire the next mornind. 

The fire fighting equipment was, of course, 
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far from adequate. A bucket brigade was re- 
sorted to, but that, too, was inadequate for 
so disastrous a blaze. L. A Baber, whose store 
stood where Fisher's Store is, now, says they 
carried stock into the block west all night leng, 
thinking that the entire town was doomed. 
“Next morning we had to carry it all back 
cgain,” says Mr. Baber. “What a mess'” 

Lewis Teel, who lived four miles south, came 
into town the next morning and did not look 
up until he started across the street toward the 
Bank. When he looked up and saw half of the 
town still smoldering, the story is that he faint- 
ed dead away. 

Rebuilding was begun immediately. The 
back of the new Bank Building housed the new 
telephone office. Maude Whitmyre began work 
immediately after graduating from high schoo! 
in 1902. (The first switch board with Maude is 
pictured elsewhere. She worked there until the 
time of her retirement in 1944). 

As the new buildings were constructed 
along both sides of Main Street, the board 
walks were removed to permit the laying of 
cement walks in the early 1900's. 

In 1913 the town was bonded for Water 
Works, and the water system was installed. 

The following year electricity was brought 
to town. The kerosene lamps became extinct 
and the old lamp lighter was replaced by a 
button which lighted the streets with one slight 
flick of the wrist. 

The first officers were: George Brodbeck, | 
Dow Van Buskirk, R. Frank Schuler, Wilson H. 
Weber and Samuel C. Lewis. 

The Roann Public Library became a reality 
for Mrs. Daniel Van Buskirk and others who 
had worked long and diligently to secure a 
Carnegie Grant for the project. (see special 


article) 
The Roann Basketball Team won the Wa-- 
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pash County Championships in 1916, 1917, 
1942, 1947, 1950, and 1952. 

Many will still remember the local pageant 
which was staged as a part of the State's cele- 
bration of its 100th birthday in 1916. 

The First World War came in 1917, and on 
Thanksgiving Day 1918 the first airplane made 
a forced landing in a field south of town. Many 
well-cooked meals went uneaten that day. 

In 1921 another stride was made when Main 
Street was paved. Other streets were black 
topped in later years. 

The first local Parent-Teacher Association 
was organized in 1934 with Mrs. Gordon Kidd 
as the first president. 


The following year a daring hold-up was 
staged in the State Exchange Bank. After set- 
ting fire to a large barn just north of the cov- 
ered bridge, to draw people out of town, a 
lone bandit held up the bank. He was later 
apprehended and imprisoned. 

In January 1936, a Pennsylvania freight train 
was derailed by ice on the crossing by the 
Waterworks. The engineer was killed when the 
engine was laid on its side agaist the bank. 
The cut was piled high with freight cars. 

In 1941 the third and present school was 
completed. Details are to be found in ‘School 
Time.” 


SHEQUOIT LODGE I. 


Shequoit Lodge I.0.0.F. 365 was organized 
at Stockdale, Miami County, Indiana, June 6, 
1871 by F. S. Hackley of Peru, Indiana. Offic- 
ers appointed in the constitution of the lodge 


were: Vice Grand, W. V. Beachler; Secretary, 
W. J. Smith; Conductors, Hoover and Swager; 
Warden, John Guy; R.S.N.G., A. C. Hoover; 
is N.G., Lentz;-R.S.V.Gi-H, Gilbert: L.S.V.G., 
H. Smith; RsS.G., George Mauger; L.S.S., J. 
ponders 1G; [. A: Norris; -O.Go ES“ W. Law- 
rence. After creation of the lodge, other per- 
sons also were admitted as members, where- 
upon the officers were elected and avpointed 
as given below: N.G., J. M. Runyan; V.G.. A. S. 
Heston; Secretary, A. W. Huffman; Treasurer, 
J. C. Appleman; Warden, Caleb Lockridge; 
Gonductor, J. D. Loder; I. G., W. P. Drake; ©. 
G., B. H. Rank; R.S.N.G., R. A. Meek; L.S.N.G., 
A’ J. Barnes; R.S.V.G., W.L. Butler; L.S.S., J..C. 
Appelman. 

The location of Shequoit Lodge I.0.0.F. 365 
was changed to Roann June 22, 1880. They met 
in a room in the Gipe building and were out of 
debt, with about $400.00 on hand. Their inten- 
tion was to build, so as to have a suitable 
lodge room of their own. The number of mem- 
bers was forty-six. Then the officers were: N.G., 
G. P. Kidd; V.G., R. K. Rhodes; Secretary, O. A. 
Shawman; Treasurer, R. G. Arnold; Permanent 
Secretary, J. M. Johnson; Trustees, David Peters, 
R. G. Arnold, Jacob Butterbaugh; Warden, 
David Peters; Conductor, Perry Oliver; O. G., 
James Auckerman; R.S.N.G., J. E. Tillman; 
to N Grae ines s We wariiure his. Via 6. L. 
Ocker; L.S.V.G, Scott Musselman 
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In February 27, 1902, the lodge purchased 
the second story of a brick building on lot 41 
in Samuel Butterbaugh’s addition to the town 
of Roann. Trustees S. L. Ocker, Leroy Conner, 
and David Peters. At this time the lodge is still 
located in the same building above the State 
Exchange Bank with the present officers: N.G., 
Paul Draper; V'G., Richard Fisher; Secretary, 
Lawrence Coblentz; Treasurer, Theodore E. 
Keaffaber; Warden, Arthur Warren; Chaplain, 
Ernest Young; I.G., Ralph Crist; Trustees, Ed- 
ward H. Haag, Ed. Yarian and Walter Slo- 
naker. 

In April 26, 1888 the lodge took over Eel 
River Church Cemetery, one mile north of 
Roann, on the same date the lodge purchased 
from Willis Bryan and Lutitia Bryan additional 
land for cemetery use; part of the N. W. quar- 
ter of Sec. 36, in Township 29, North in Range 
5. And on June 18, 1919 the lodge again pur- 
chased additional land from William H. Bryan 
and Elsie E. Bryan (his wife), Norman Bryan 
and Minnie Bryan (his wife), the sole and only 
heirs at law of the late Willis Bryan, now de- 
ceased. The cemetery now consists of 421 
eight grave lots and 84 four grave lots. Until 
the last two years the eight grave lots sold for 
twenty-five dollars each, plus twenty-five dol- 
lars endowment, but due to an Act enacted by 
the last State Legislature, sponsored by the 
Cemetery Association of Indiana, effective 
March 6, 1953, the lodge must charge twenty 
cents per square foot which is sixty-four dol- 
lars for an eight-grave lot endowment. The 
present trustees are Edward H. Haag; Edward 
E. Yarian and Walter Slonaker. 


JOHN V, BEAMER 


COMMITTEE: 
Siu District, INDIANA 


INTERSTATE AND FOREIGN COMMERCE 


Congress of the Anited States 


House of Representatives 
Washington, DB. €. 
7, 1953 


Mrs. Ruth York 
Hoann, Indiana 


* 


wear Mrs, York: 


the occasion of the Roam Centennial 
I wish to a a heartlest greetings to all. Ky 
earliest f came from the Hoann ee Ant 
fond memori in of those d 


£ SEENG Li ni 


oy 


AS a Special remembrance, I am sending to 
Garland Fisher, Paw Paw Township, a larce flag that 

was flown over the United States Capitol building in 
Washington, D. ©, on July 4, 1953. I would like to 
have this flap presented to the Roamn High School after 

it has served as a greeting from our Nation's Cap sitol 
to Xoann for its Centennial celebration, 


Sincerely yours 


ea 4 ee 


Ea gee ae % 
beamer, M. 0, 
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A Few Old Timers 


Row 1: Birdie Leslie; Lilly LaBoyteaux; Emma Pence. 


Row 2: Elmetta Lukens; Sarah Michaels; Dora Rantz, 
Row 3: N. P. Lavengood; W. H. Weber; Sig Gamble, 
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a, 
Bo piel, cen Sli dntes 


Miriam Swihart, Carol Schram, Carol Watson, Mary Ellen Yocum, Bonnie Bryan, 
Edna Beam, Ann Myvers, Susanne Baber, Marilyn Rife, Diane Baker, Sara Jane 
Kratzer, Sharon Ann Koch, 


ia) 


Arthur Warren 
Harold Richardson 
Carl Givler 

Hugh Richardson 
Marshall Crist 


Warry Early 
sack Lesher 
“Simon” Johnson 
Gene Ahlfeld 
“Bud” Williams 


“Kerney” Haag 
Louis Beam 
Dick Fisher 
Meredith Siders 
“Whitey” Spiece 


Paul Dyson 
Loren Haupert 
Comliey Meyer 
“Chuck” Huffman 


d Yarian 


Wes Crandall 
Bob Miller 
Jim Shoemaker 
Wilbur Mouser 


John Harris 


Seards. 1953 Sty e 


xg o 
3) 
i 
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GROWING UP TOGETHER 


Roann was approaching is 29th birthday, when Daniel 
Van Buskirk established this bank in April, 1882. 


In celebrating our 71st year, we are deeply grateful for 
the fine spirit of mutual trust and confidence that has existed be- 
tween this bank and its customers through the years. This mutual 
trust and confidence has been a basic factor in the growth and 


prosperity of this community. 


In starting Roann’s second century, we re-dedicate our- 


selves to the service of a fine community. 


State Exchange Bank 


Fred Van Buskirk 


President and Director 


Orrill Van Buskirk James Van Buskirk 
Vice President and Director Cashier and Director 
Katharine Van Buskirk Melba Stone 
Sohn Bryan Kathryn Dunfee 
Directors Bookkeepers 


Member of the Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation 
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erie OWNns ia UseAnoks 


Vernon Kinzie 


Mrs, B, C, Johnson 


Virginia Kinzie 
Linda Kinzie 


Dale Kinzie 


Tom Pence 
Louise Pence 
Larry Pence 
Mary Schenkel 
Sharon Ann Koch 


George Huddleson 
Priscilla Van Buskirk 
Friederika Van Buskirk 


Eleanor Van Buskirk 


Dean Sheetz 


Maud Yarian 
Nettie Yarian 
Clara Yarian 
Rev. Harold Schram 


Carol Schram 


Opal Porter 
Velma Lyons 
Lena Flora 
Paul Davenport 


Harriet Davenport 
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Bes! Wishes to the | 


ROANN CENTENNIAL 


The Kroger Egg Exchange 


Wabash, Indiana 


O. W. Pagel, Manager 7 


Congratulations 


Roann 


BUY D & K REMILLED 


FERTILIZERS 


From the Boys at the 


MAYER GRAIN CO. 


KINGSBURY & COMPANY 


Peru Indianapolis 


Forso/ Xeors A. Favorite 


PRICE CHEMICAL COMPANY 


Louisville, Ky. 
Manufacturers of 
TOBACCO-BASE FERTILIZERS 


For 


Every Farm Crop 


Tobacco-Base Free Flowing Fertilizer 
From 
MAYER GRAIN CO. 
and 


Order Your 
Realize Better Crops 
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Good reports come back to us from 
the users of 


BLUE DIAMOND'S LEATHERWOOD — 
famous SOUTHERN SUNSHINE COAL 


BLUE DIAMOND'S LEATHERWOOD is 
an extraordinary coal for heating and 
economy. You get more for your dollar 
in heating comfort and _ satisfaction, 
because it has more to give you. 


It’s a PREMIUM EASTERN KENTUCKY 
COAL — quick to ignite — easy to 
control — intensely hot — holds fire 
over a long period of time. The mine is 
completely mechanized, and the coal 
is washed and dried. 


BLUE DIAMOND'S LEATHERWOOD 
IS AN IDEAL COAL FOR THIS 
SECTION 


Try it this season. After one winter's 
mechanical heating experience, you, 
too, will be a booster for BLUE DIA- 
MOND’S LEATHERWOOD. You, too, 


will praise and recommend it. 


For Sale By 
MAYER GRAIN CO. 


Sarl, Suns ene: WPenacts 


Louise Freeman 
Margaret Freeman 
John Freeman 
Marie Comer 


Hugh Comer 


Bob Lynn 

David York & Bili Lynn 
“Bill” Pankop 

Rita and Gary Pankep 
Charley York 


Mary Ellen Yocum 
Harriett Thompson 
Shirley Steele 

Roy Steele 

Opai Steele 


Bonnie Bryan 
Pernella Steele 

Gene Miller 

Philip & Saunra Miller 
Lois Miller 


Addison Krom 
John, Jane, Joe Krom 
Richard Krom 
Tommy Krom 


Norma Krom 


Ethel Ulrey 
Jerry Haag 
Ann Myers 
Bob Dyson 


Lena Sullivan 
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CONGRATULATIONS TO ROANN COMMUNITY 


AND ITS 100 YEARS OF PROGRESS 


Ralph Weber County Auditor 


Harvey Waggoner County Treasurer 


Russell Stouffer County Assessor 


Howard Teel County Clerk 
Earl Dale County Recorder 
Asher Gray County Surveyor 
Ollie Whitesel County Commissioner 
Virgil Little County Commissioner 
Lloyd A. Miller County Commissioner 
Cecil Reynolds Sheriff 
Paul Benson Deputy Sheriff 
Byron C. Kennedy Judge of the Circuit Court 
Merl Wall Prosecutor 
Dale Miller County Extension Office 
Clarence L. Vandegrift County School Superintendent 
Jack Brady County Highway Superintendent 
Robert McKinley Trustee Liberty Township 
John Miley Trustee Waltz Township 
John Peters Trustee Noble Township 
Raymond W ucoxsss-: wee ee oe Trustee Lagro Township 
Clarence Schuler Trustee Pleasant Township 

Trustee Chester Township 


Trustee Paw Paw Township 
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odtrds owns Forel fstnnets 


Fred Petty : 
Florence Petty 
Dick Johnson 

Pat Johnson 


Danny and Dennis Eller 


Edna Bryan 
Hale Bryan 

Ina Tombaugh 
Noble Tombaugh 


Emma Baber 


Rev, Wilbert Suliivan 
Lena. Sullivan 
George Giltner 

Lola Giltner 

Garland Fisher 


Anna Whistler 
Gus Whistler 
Louise Sloop 
Joe Sloop 


Miriam Swihart 


Hubert Krom 

Rhea Krom 
Harold Deardorff 
Evadeen Deardorff 
Wilbur Nicely 


Kenneth Steele 
Mary Steele 
Helen Clark 
Jimmy Clark 
Varnham Clark 


a 
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| JIM LABAS 


AUTO SALES 
BUICK PONTIAC 


Sales & Service 


The Place to Also Buy That 


Good Used Car 


Lloyd Grandstaff 


In Our 85th Year 
Roann Representative 


THE CYCLONE MFG. CoO. 
Phone 59 


Urbana, Indiana | 
North Manchester, Ind. Phone 554 


Box 68 


Come Over and See Us 


Se 


ae eae a a 
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Lumber Company 
Livery Barn 

3. Giltner’s General Store 
4, Ocker Hardware 


5. Frank Crow standing, Courtney Bene- 
dict seated 


. Main St., 1912 


Inside Hardware Store 


oC st H 


. Sam Lavengood 


9. Center: Philip Keppel 


Lec ak tends oil ei pre ae SRT ae 


NICELY OIL SERVICE 


TYDOL GASOLINE 
150 HR. VEEDOL MOTOR OIL 
COMPLETE LINE OF GREASES 
KARO, ---- HEATER OIL 
FURNACE OIL 1 & 2 


Wilbur Nicely. Qwner 


ioe. 


Kaceon. (1), 


*  SMELY on gg ‘ » 


Rel sey Roann, Ind. 


Congratulations and Best Wishes 


on your Centennial 


ROEBUCK AND CO. 


SEARS INVITES YOU 
WHILE IN WABASH 


TO SHOP AT SEARS 
AND SAVE 
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he won Geka, 


Written by June Jack 

The log cabin that my father, James E. Jack, 
was born in originally stood where the build- 
ings are on the Mrs. Margaret Watson farm. 

It was moved about half-way up the road 
from where it stood then and where it is now 
by my great uncle, Ed. Wright. 

Then later, my father, James E. Jack, tore it 


down, put two new wild cherry logs in it, 
which were hewn out by axe, and erected it 
where it now stands — where he and his bride 
Eunice Malinda Richards, went to housekeep- 
ing 76 years ago today, July 8, 1877. 

It was all one room, with the fireplace and a 
small cook stove and safe alongside. 

The bed was in the opposite end of the room. 


Standing L to R: C. M. Williams, Mrs. Sadie Williams, Sam, Lavengood, Emma Laven- 


good, N. P. Lavengood. 


Seated L to R: Etta Harsh, Bert Lavengood, Dove Harsh, John Hubbard, 
Building which stood before the 1901 fire (housing Millinery Store and Dressmaking 
Shop). The brick structure standing there now is occupied by Barber Shop and T, V. 


Shop. 
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Wabash County Farm Bureau 
CO-OPERATIVE ASSOCIATION, INC. 


DISTRIBUTORS OF ALL FARM SUPPLIES 


Elevators at North Manchester, Speicher and Treaty 


Lumber Yards at North Manchester and Wabash 
Implement Department at Wabash 


Petroleum Department at Wabash 
Phone 1435 


WABASH, INDIANA 


“Welcome to Roann Centennial’ 
Quality Meat and Merchandise 


Frozen Food and Ice Cream 


-GILTNER’S STORE 


Phone 16 


Diller Hatchery & Feed Store 
We Hatch and Sell 
The Best in R.O.P, (Record of Production) 
Sired Chicks 
We Sell Wayne Feeds (Complete Line) 
Supplies and Seeds 
Since 1936—-at Roann, Ind., Our 18th Year 
Phone 4-M 
Menno S, Diller Mrs, Menno §S, Diller 
Earbara Diller Joe Diller 
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Carly Shee, in 1880's 


1. Lute Shoemaker Grocery with Dwight 
DuBois, clerk, 


2, Sam Lavengood Harness Shop — N. P. 
standing. 


3. Ball team, 
4, Main St, 


5}.Hearse, George Crow, seated, Frank 
Schuler, standing. 


6. L. M. Spotts, 


7. The first race car built by Fred Goltry, 
seated, Calvin Rantz, standing, 
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UNION 


LADIES INVITED 


2 ENTRANCES 


90 W. MARKET ST. 163 S. MIAMI ST. 
RESTAURANT 
SERVING 
BREAKFAST NOON LUNCH 15¢ SHORT ORDERS 
SLLAKS SANDWICHES 
CHOPS SOUPS 


FRIED CHICKEN 
Open 5 A.M. to 12 P.M. 


BAR 


MIXED DRINKS WHISKEY WINE BEER 
SERVING BEST DRAFT BEER IN TOWN 
Open 8 A.M. to 12 P.M. Telephone 9125 


CARRY OUT STORE 


GO-L DB as EER 


ALL NAME BRANDS BOTTLES AND CANS 
WINE WHISKEY BEER 
Open 9 A.M. to 12 P.M. Telephone 110 


Proprietor, NED WILLIAMS 


aa 


1. Modern Diesel 
2. Early type engine 
3. Wiley Wirt 


The advent of The Iron Horse came in 
1871. 


RAILROAD AGENTS 


Daniel Van Buskirk was the first agent for 
the railroad in Roann. He handled the work in 
connection with the elevator which he owned. 

Although a complete list of the agents for 
the railroad is not available, Wiley W. Wirt 
has served in that capacity for the longest 
time and was most familiar to the community 
for most of the past 50 years. Mr. Wirt began 
his railroad service in Kewanna in 1896 and 


was transferred to Roann in 1902. He has been 
a resident of this community since that time 
except for a few years in Rockville. Mr. Roscoe 
Collins was the agent in Roann during that 
time. Mr. Wirt returned to Roann and served. 
until his retirement in 1946. 

During much of his tenure, the railroad was 
Roann’'s principal connection with the outside 


world for both passengers and freight. At.one. 


time there were six passenger trains a. day 


ond excursion trains on Sunday. When roads. 


were improved and automobiles became com- 
mon, passsenger service on the railroad was 
discontinued, with only freight business re- 
maining today. 


4s 


ROANN HOTEL 
By Nondus Yarian 


The Roann Hotel was built in 1875 by Pat- 
rick Shoemaker. It was sold to Howard Squires 
(father of Mrs. Dow Van Buskirk) in 1886. The 
name was then changed to The Squires’ 
House. 

The guest rooms were equipped with small 
round stoves. Water was carried up and placed 
in large pitchers, used for this purpose. 

A large stove was kept-in the hall outside 
where the linen supplies were also kept. 

Downstairs, a long pleasant dining room 
accommodated many boarders and transients. 

But despite the pleasomt atmosphere and 


, excellent food — the small hotel finally gave 


way to hotels where furnace heat and more 


modern conveniences prevailed. 


The sample wagon was replaced by the 
auto; the travelers became less frequent and 
finally the hotel closed in 1915. 

Prices in those days were: Supper, lodging 


and breakfast, $1.15. Sunday chicken dinners, 
BCs 


Compliments of 


URBANA INDEPENDENT 


TELEPHONE CO. 


Urbana, Indiana 


Compliments of 
BREMBECK & SON 
HARDWARE HOME APPLIANCES 
. FARM SUPPLIES 


Telephone 60 Urbana, Ind. 


Container Corporation of America 


Wabash, Indiana 


Compliments of 


THE PRATT STUDIO 


Wabash Indiana 


CONGRATULATIONS 


B. WALTER AND CO.., INC. 


DENVER LOCKER CoO., INC. 


SLAUGHTERING — CURING 


PROCESSING 
of Fruits and Vegetables 


Phone 91 Denver, Ind. 


HAPPY ANNIVERSARY ROANN 
YARNELLE LUMBER CoO. 

Phone 129 Wabash 
COMPLETE BUILDING SUPPLIES 
MILL-WORK 
“The Home of Quality Merchandise” 


LONG'S GENERAL STORE 


Denver, Indianaa 


DOWNS & WILES 


READY-MIX CONCRETE 


CONCRETE BLOCKS 


BUILDING SUPPLIES 


Wabash, Indiana 


Phone 664 


1, John Rosenthal. 2, Norman Bryan. 3. Mrs, Stephen Ocker. 
4. Gray sisters (Hotel). 5. Mr. and Mrs. Philip Keppel, Sr. 
6. Mrs. Barbara Lavengood, born in 1813. 7%. Bathing beauties 


Anna Nicely Whistler, Mrs. W. C. Whistler, and Emma Shil- 
linger Baber. 8. Mr. and Mrs. John Lockridge and daughters. 


9, James Spiece and grandchildren. 10. Mr. and Mrs, Amos 
Gipe. 
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“Freeze It To Save It’ 


The greatest discovery in the preservation of food in the 


past century. 


PHONE 10-M 
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Ag 


LAKETON NURSERIES 


“Since 1880” 


COMPLETE LANDSCAPE SERVICE 


Laketon Phone 2422 


Compliments of 


DEAN’S 


BARBER SHOP 


ROANN, INDIANA 


LANDMARK SUNDRIES 
FOUNTAIN SERVICE 
GIFTS AND TOYS 
WALLPAPER — PAINT — KEMTONE 
FILMS — CAMERAS — DEVELOPING 


Meet your friends at the © 


LANDMARK 


HARRIET td Aol 
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Congratulations to Roann 


On Its Centennial 


RAMER 
the 
LEANER 


QUALITY CLEANING & PRESSING 
Proper Care Will Double the Wear 


129 W. Market and 340 W. Harrison 


Grain ‘al prijs for 


GRAIN ELEVATOR 

The first grain elevator to be built in Roann 
was in the year of 1871, the same year as the 
railroad was built. It was built by David Smith. 
The successive proprietors were Gidley and 
Smith, D. Van Buskirk, Shillinger, Lukens and 
Company. In the year of 1884 the first elevator 
burned and Shillinger, Lukens & Company 
erected the present elevator the same year. 
They sold out to A. T. Gidley and T. J. Lewis & 
Brother. Lewis Brothers became the sole own- 
ers in the year of 1900 and they also became 
the owners of the saw mill in 1902. A number 
of years later Lewis Brothers sold to the Mor- 
row Grain Company, Wabash, Indiana. In a 
short time they sold to Kinsey Brothers, then in 
1917 they sold to Mutual Grain Company who 
operated the elevator till 1920, that year they 
sold to Kinsey Brothers. In 1922 Kinsey Brothers 
sold the lumber yard and saw mill to N. N. 
Tombaugh, and operated the elevator till 1925 
when they sold it to the Central Grain Cor in 


1929 the Central Grain Company sold out to 
Mayer Grain Co. with headquarters at South 
Whitley, Indiana, and they are the present 
owners. The oldest man with the Mayer Grain 
Company is Edward H. Haag who has wored 
here since 1922. The other employees are 
Theodore E. Keaffaber, Harold Deardorff, El- 
bert Powell and Harold Schroll. 
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THE ROANN CLARION 
by Arthur Warren 

The Roann Clarion was a weekly newspaper 
published at Roann, Indiana, for about 69 
years. 

It started in the spring of 1877 with B. C. John- 
son, proprietor and Geo. Johnson, editor, an 
‘Independent with Republican Proclivities.” 

Records for the first number of years of its 
existence are incomplete but ten years later it 


was published by W. Z. Black. 


Along about 1890, L. M. Spotts became 
owner and editor. He published the paper un- 
til 1912 when he leased it to Hugh Roger for 
two years and then sold it to H. F. Palmer, Wm. 
H. Adams and Fred I. King who published the 
same at Wabash. 

Arch A. Fall of Lagro, formerly a reporter on 
Kokomo Tribune became the next owner and 
publisher in 1915. When Fall was called to the 
U. S. Army in 1916 he sold the Clarion to El- 
drew D. Cissel also a former reporter on the 
Kokomo Tribune. | 

Cissell published the paper for about a year. 
In June, 1917, he sold it, to I. E. Warren who 
died in March, 1928, after which Arthur Warren 
took over for the next 13 years with the excep- 
tion of two years when it was edited by Chas. 
C. Warren. 

The Clarion was then purchased from the 
Warrens by Harold A. Taylor of Logansport, 
Feb. 15, 1941. He in turn sold it to Maurice 
Steiss the following October, who, after print- 
ing it less thon a year discontinued publication. 


Compliments of 


CATEY DAIRY 
PERU, INDIANA 


Distributors of 


BORDEN’S MILK 


Through Your Dealer 
FISHER’S GROCERY 
LYNN CAFE 
LANDMARK SUNDRIES 
GILTNERS GROCERY 


ROANN MARKET 


WILLARD MOUSER 
PLUMBING & HEATING 
4 in. Well Drilling & Repairing 


ROANN, IND. Phone 80 


Congratulations Roann 
on your Centennial 


From 


WABASH CAFETERIA 
WABASH, INDIANA 


MR. and MRS. RIDENOUR 
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Established 1922 


TALBERT BROTHERS 
Wm H. Talbert 


92 East Market Street 


WABASH, INDIANA 


eS 


a 


Mitch King, W. H. Weber, Jim Butterbaugh, Charley Leland. 


w/e Mane Sion Yh, (EER 


by W. H. Weber 


As a young man I was in business in a small 
town in Wells County, by the name of Murray. 
In it with a partner and desiring to get in busi- 
ness for myself, I sold my interest to my part- 
ner and began looking for a new location. I 
had made a trip or two with salesmen looking 
at businesses for sale. So when Mr. J. F. Ditz- 
ler who had just purchased the business here 
came to see me, and proposed that I come here 
and take a half interest with him (he being an 
old friend and school mate of mine) I decided 
to come here and see what he had to offer. I 
landed here on the 29th of November, 1889, and 
was very favorably impressed with the town 
and location for the business, so we weren't 
very long in forming a partnership. We re- 


7 


mained together a little over a year when we 
being ready to sell I took over the entire 
being also ready to sell 1 took over the entire 
business and have been here ever since. 

At that time there were two drug stores here; 
the other store being run by S. M. Baker. 

The business with me was very satisfactory, 
but it became evident that my health was giv- 
ing out. At one time it was necessary to keep 
the store closed for a month by a spell of ill- 
ness. As I grew older it seemed to become 
more of a burden to me so when an opportun- 
ity came to sell I accepted it regretfully. 

Thanks to’ everybody for the splendid sup- 
rort given to me throughout these past 56 


years. 
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Compliments 


UNITED 


TELEPHONE 


GO: 


Congratulations 
ROANN 


We Enjoy Serving You 


LYNN’S RESTAURANT 


ROANN LUMBER CO, 
BUILDERS WISE USE 
OUR SUPPLIES 


Phone 116M Otis E. Baker, Mgr. 
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MAKES THINGS GROW 
GUARANTEED QUALITY 


PER TMLIZERS 
Use - - - 
Sacco — Farm Fertilizer for all farm 
crops 
Sacco — Plant food for lawns, flowers, 


shrubs and trees” 


Sacco — V-19 Mineral feed for all live- 
stock and poultry 


Wedo — lawn fertilizer with 2-4D for 
a weed free lawn 


The Sacco trade mark is your assur- 
ance of Quality Farm Products 


MAYER GRAIN CO. 


he Bank 


Daniel Van Buskirk 


In March, 1882, the safe for the new bank in 
Roann rolled off the dray and sprung the door 
when it was being moved to the railroad sta- 
tion in North Manchester, thus delaying the 
opening of the bank, according to the news- 
paper of that day. 

However, on April 2, 1882, the Exchange 
Bank of D. Van Buskirk and Company opened 
for business as a private bank. The founder of 
the bank, Daniel Van Buskirk, was born in 
1848 near Batavia, New York, of Dutch des- 
cent, and came to Roann with his family in 
1877 from Tjamsville, which he and his brother 
platted and where both were engaged in busi- 
ness. Between 1877 and 1882, when he opened 
the bank, he managed the elevator in Roann. 


In 1885 the two-story brick building, shown 
above, was erected on the site of the present 
bank. The banking room also accommodated 
the shoe shop of Chris Fike. The Roann Clarion 
office was in the basement of the building, the 
Post Office in the rear, and the I.0.0.F. Lodge 
on the second floor. 


On January 18, 1901, that building was com- 
pletely destroyed by a fire which started in the 
furniture store building to the north. Except for 
the records which were removed from the 
building during the fire, all that remained 
was in the safe which stood amid the ruins. 
The bank resumed business about a week 
later in the small frame building (now owned 
by Truman Gray) which was moved to its 
present location on the east side of Main 
Street. 

Following the fire, the present building 
pictured here was erected-as a joint enterprise 
with Daniel Van Buskirk ‘ding the banking 
room on the south, Ral nold and Azro 
Schuler, the north roc A the LO.O.LF. 
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Bank and Furniture Store which burned in 1901, Dow Van Buskirk, 
Bill Angel, Chas. H. Brodbeck, Daniel Van Buskirk, Rev. Quayle, 
Chris Fike, Charles Swauger, James Butterbaugh, Billy Girt, and 
Edson Colt. 


Lodge, the second floor. 

In the course of the years, Daniel VanBuskirk 
became the sole owner and continued to oper- 
ate the bank as a private bank under the 
name of the Exchange Bank of D. Var Buskirk. 
His son, Dow, became associated with him in 
the business as Cashier. 

In 1916 the bank was incorporated as a state 
bank under its present name of State Ex- 
change Bank, and its capital was increased 
from $15,000.00 to $25,000.00, with other citi- 
ens in the community becoming stockholders. 

At the death of Daniel Van Buskirk in Aug., 
1916, his son, Dow, became President, and his 
daughter, Orrill, was made Vice President. J. 
Lloyd Lewis served as Cashier for a brief time. 
After he left the organization, Orrill was the 
Cashier until the death of Dow Van Busirk in 
October, 1940. At that time, Dow’s younger 
brother, Fred, became President; his sister, 
Orrill, Vice President; and his son, James, be- 
came Cashier. They are the present officers of 
the Bank. 

The officers mentioned above have also 
served as Directors of the Bank. Others who 
have also served as directors since 1916 are 
E. M. Crist, W. H. Weber, QO. A. Carver, Arnold 
Schuler, Thomas Pence, and E. C. Applegate. 
The present directors are: Fred Van Buskirk, 
Orrill Van Buskirk, James Van Buskirk, Kathar- 
ine Van Buskirk (daughter of Dow) and John 
Bryan. 

No record remains of the total deposits of 
the bank prior to the fire in 1901, but the fol- 
lowing figures reflect the changing fortunes of 
the community through the years: 

1907—$ 149,371 1932—$ 142,909 


1912— 176,610 1937— 295,923 
1917— 247,983 1942— 515,361 
1922— 232,412 1947— 1,466,453 


1927— 217,380 1952— 1,554,125 
\vhile the foregoing is a brief outline of the 
organization and physical changes of the bank 
through its 71 years from a small start in a 
young town, beneath it lies a deeper and in- 


Dow Van Buskirk 


tangible history of its contribution to the wel- 
fare and economic progress of the community 
which cannot be reduced to words, but which 
has touched the life of practically every mem- 
ker of the community during the last 71 years. 


Fred and Orrill Van Buskirk, Melba Stone, James Van Buskrik 


and Robert O. Lynn 


ROANN LUMBER COMPANY 

The name, Roann Lumber Company, was 
recorded in 1922 when N. N. Tombaugh 
bought the lumber yard and saw mill from 
Kinsey Brothers. The lumber yard and elevator 
had been under the same management since 
the year, 1900, when T. J. Lewis and brother 
bought the elevator from A. T. Gidley and the 
lumber yard and saw mill from Frank Smith. 

The first saw mill in this locality was built 
in 1838 by Joseph Beckner and was run by 
water power. The first steam saw mill in Roann 
was built by Cornelius Halderman and a Mr. 
Reiner in 1854 and was operated until 187] 
when it burned. 


Brovrn and Tillman next operated a saw mill 
until about 1890 when Frank Smith bought the 
Brown interest and a short time later, the Till- 
man interest was acquired by Mr. Smith who 
took. his sons, John .and Howe into the busi- 
ness with him. 

pile Lee Lewis and his brother, Samuel Lewis, 
ag now:.lives at Mulberry, Ind., operated the 
lumber.yard-and.elevator until 1915 when they 
sold. ‘to: the. :Morrow: Grain. Company, of Wa- 
bash: They’ sold to Kinsey Bros., North Man- 
chester, the same year. Kinsey Bros. owned the 
business until.1917, when they sold:to the Mu- 
tual Grain.Co.,-a’ corporation of about twelve 
stockholders,. from Leesburg; Warsaw and 
Roann. 

- ka -1920 Kinsey Bros. again acquired ie 
business, and in 1922 N. N. Tombaugh bought 
the. lumber yard and saw mill. 


@ 5 
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In 1927 the steam saw mill burned and the 
present mill was built and is driven by electric 
motor. 

In 1947 after twenty-five years of operation 
by the Tombaugh’s, (Ina and Noble) the lum- 
ber yard, saw mill and equipment were leased 
to Ottis Baker, who is operating at the present 
time. 


FRIENDS 
I live in a friendly neighborhood, 
Where everyone prays for the others good. 
Where nobody rants at their neighbors ways, 
But live in relation, where good will plays. 


Such a wonderful part in my neighborhood, 
And everyone acts as a neighbor should. 
Where it's ‘Howdy John, and howdy Sam, 
It's good to be in the place I am. 


I live in a friendly neighborhood, 

Where the air is sweet and the feeling good. 
Where Jane helps Sue, and Sue helps Jane, 
Where pappy smiles and waves his cane. 


I live in a friendly neighborhood. 

Where stands the Church that's built of wood. 
It's there neighbors go when the week is o’er, 
And linger and chat at the swinging door. 


I livé in a friendly neighborhood, 
It may be a wish, but a wish that's good. 
It could come to pass, and I know it should, 
I'd like to live there. Qh! I wish I. could. 
~ ey, Glenn E. Wagoner, 
; ‘Former Pastor 


ROANN FIRE FIGHTING EQUIPMENT 
By E. E. Yarian 


So far as available records show, our first 
equipment was of the ‘Who-Ever-Will” with 
pails and barrels, from wells, cisterns and the 
river whenever a fire broke out. 


Then-.at a somewhat later date — exact 


date not known — came the hook and ladder 
wagon with the 2-wheeled hose cart attached 
to rear, all drawn by attached rope and as 
many men as could get hold. Upon reaching 
the fire, the hose was dropped into a well, 
cistern or barrel, the pump being operated 
by manpower. 


Next, as nearly as can be determined by 
conflicting records, about 1895 to 1900 came 
the elevated tank of 3500 gallon capacity lo- 
cated just east of the hotel. This tank was filled 
by a pump operated with 2-horsepower engine. 
Leading away from the tank was a 2” water 
main running west to Main street, then north 
along the east side of Main, continuing north 
the full block. This line furnished the water 
to three 2-inch hydrants spaced south end, 
middle and north end of block. 


The equipment that went with this consisted 
of 1 Rowe Hand Engine, 200 feet of 2-inch cot- 
ton lined hose, one hand hook and ladder 
truck, and 18 fire buckets made of leather. The 
fire alarm was sounded by bell. This was the 
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standard equipment up to 1913 when the now 
existing water works was installed. 


The first motorized equipment was installed 
about 1914 and is manned by an organized 
volunteer department which has been very 
successful in combating fires and keeping the 
fire loss to a minimum from the time it was 
organized up to the present. 


The present fire alarm is sounded by an 
electric siren operated by the telephone oper- 
ator. 


Roann Rural Fire Department 


The Roann rural community has been very 
fortunate over the past 13 years in having one 
of the best, and first organized fire fighting 
departments in the state. 


They were first organized in January 1940 
with Bert Rogers as president; James Deck, 
Secretary, and Dow Van Buskirk, Treasurer. 
‘he organization was incorporated February 
7, 1946, and in June 1947, they purchased the 
new truck and equipment which is now in use, 
They have a membership at the present time 
of 65. The present officers are: Amos Sutter, 
President; Ross Watson, Vice President; Earl 
Dyson, Secretary and James Van Buskirk, 
Treasurer. The Board of Directors consists of 
the above named officers and also B. C. John- 
son and John H. Yarian. 


HALDERMAN-BAUM COMPANY 
Akron, Indiana 
GRAINS, SEEDS, FEED AND COAL 


HARDWARE and BUILDING MATERIAL 


Compliments of 


LECKRONE HARDWARE 


Akron Indiana 


KARL GAST CO. 
HEATING — PLUMBING 
and APPLIANCES 


Akron, Indiana 


Compliments 


SHEETZ FUNERAL HOME 


Phone 131 Akron 


WRECKER SERVICE 


STEPHEN’S GARAGE 
Cervureter — Motor Tune-up 


TIRES — BATTERIES 


Phone 24 Akron, Ind. 


Congratulations 


AKRON EXCHANGE STATE BANK 


Akron, Indiana 


“Better be safe than sorry” 
THE AKRON INSURANCE AGENCY 


THELMA L. KUHN, Agent 


Phone 219 


Akron, Indiana 


Compliments of 


DAWALD BROS. 


EXCAVATING 
R.R. No. 1 Roann 


MARL DRAINAGE 
Phone Roann 14F11 


Compliments 
TUCKER & OGLE 
STANDARD SERVICE 


Akron Phone 45 


FRED E. McCLURE & SON 
Headquarters for Dependable 
Ful-O-Pep Feeds 
Dr. Salsbury’s Remedies 
Pilot Brand Oyster Shells 


Stonem Grit, Hardware 


Tel, 259 North Manchester, Ind. 
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Mrs. Daniel Van Buskirk and grandson, John Newell, in front of the 
library about 1918. 


An unsuccessful attempt appears to have 
been made about 1880 by George Gunder, 
then superintendent of the school, to establish 
a circulating library in this community. Very 
little is known about this but it did not endure. 

Then during the year 1912, the need for a 
public library was again felt in this commun- 
ity. Mrs. Daniel (Martha M.) Van Buskirk made 
inquiry as to the procedure for securing a 
grant from the Carnegie Corporation for a 
library building. She discovered that there 
were three principal requirements which had 
to be met before a grant could be obtained 
from the corporation, namely: 


1. That lond must be available for the 
building. 
This was purchased by community 


contributions and the deed was 
recorded July 22, 1915. 


2. That a library be established and oper- 
ating in the community. 

The library was started in a room at 
the school house with books donated 
by the community in a book shower. 
Other books were borrowed from the 
State Library and the library was 
open each Saturday afternoon. The 
high school class of 1914 built shelves 
to accommodate the books. 


3. That assurance be given by the town 
and township that taxes would be 
collected for the maintenance of the 
library. 

These agreements were obtained. 
The State Library law of 1901 (final form 
1911) required that $77.50 be subscribed to 
secure the organization of a library with not 
more than 2% of the amount being subscribed 
by any one person. 
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This was accomplished and on the 16th of 
January, 1914, the Wabash Circuit Court legal- 
ly determined the establishment of a public 
library in Roann. The community had met the 
state requirement and in due course completed 
the requirements of the Carnegie Corporation 
under the ardent leadership of Martha M. Van 
Buskirk, who was made President of the first 
Library Board with Dwight DuBois, Trustee, 
Wilson H. Weber, Mrs. Wiley W. (Lessie) Wirt, 
and Miss Jessie Harris, completing the board. 

A grant of $10,000 was made by the Car- 
negie Corporation and the cornerstone for the 
new building was laid in 1916, with comple- 
tion of the building following. 


Many members of the community have con- 
tributed their services on the Library Board 
through the years. The present board is Gar- 
land B. Fisher, Trustee, V. Friederika Van Bus- 
kirk, Secretary-Treasurer, Clarence Haag, 
Lenore Schuler, and Florence Turner. 


Prior to 1918 Mrs. Martha M. Van Buskirk 
served as volunteer librarian most of the time. 


The paid librarians who have served are: 
Daisy Schrader, 1918-1919; Ethel Flora, 1920- 
21; Nora Story, 1922-23; Minnie S. Mull, 1924- 
26; Turee Day Coblentz 1926-27 and 1929-47; 
Hazel Day 1928; and Marie Hunter 1948 to the 
present time. 


The library has 5901 books and had a cir- 
culation of 8249 in 1952. The budget for 1953 
is $3,948. 


The Roann Public Library has been an im- 
portant factor in the educational development 
of this community. It is the only public library 
in Wabash County outside of Wabash and 
North Manchester and there are not many in 
the state in towns the size of Roann. 


Sra 
<Jice cold 


the bottle @& 


veut ee 
"Coke" is a registered trade-mark. j q] ne ee 


Coke is at its delicious best when 
served ice-cold. Keep it in the 
coldest spot in your refrigerator. 


BOTTLED UNDER AUTHORITY OF THE COCA-COLA COMPANY BY 


~ YOU CAN DEPEND ON ITS PURITY AND GOODNESS 


Congratulations to the Roann 


First to Senger’s 
Community 


Great Department Store 
and we thank the committee for the 


They Have It! 
opportunity to print this book 
SHOP SENGER’S 
Earl W. Hamer Printing Co. 


Peru 


Wabash, Indiana 
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1, One of first factory made tractors, bought in 
1913. It was a Waterloo Boy. George Swihart, Paul, 
Roy Mishler and Ira Swihart. 


2. Switchboard operators, Lela Titus, Lulu Maurer, 
1910, 


3. First switchboard, 1902, Maude Whitmyre, 
operator. 


i. Frank and Clarence Crow 
%. First Airplane landed here Nov. 25, 1918. 


3. 4-Horse home made tractor, 1910, 
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ROR I Se Me RE ee ke 


CEERI aT RT TSS @ 


Lloyd Alma 


Greetings oe Your Sriendly Unde 


We consider it a privilege to have served Roann for one-fifth of a 
century. We are proud to have shared in its growth and improve- 
ment. We look to the future, desiring to do our part in making it 
the finest little town in America. 


randstaff | hie 


Roann, Indiana 


Ken Kay 
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The Old Opera House 


Above: The old Opera House, in later years occupied by Fred 
Goltry’s Garage. 


A Play In The Opera House 


Some of the participants: Effie Wertenberger, Grace Oswald, Effie Sherwin, Effie 
Butterbaugh, Laura Halderman, Orrill Ocker, Nora Leland, Belle Keller, Hattie 


Samuels, 
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DICK’S MEN’S WEAR 
CONGRATULATES 
THE PROGRESSIVE COMMUNITY 
OF ROANN 


ON ITS CENTENNIAL 


DICK’S MEN’S WEAR 


47 W. Market St. Wabash, Ind. 


When much of the business district of Roann burned in 
1901, Insurance money helped to rebuild it. Thousands of losses 
have been paid in this community by insurance companies during 
the past century. Insurance has helped to make this community 
more stable and prosperous. 


Two companies (The Home and The Fidelity Phoenix) 


which are represented in this agency are also celebrating their: 
100th birthdays this year. 
Wise planning calls for insurance to cover those risks 


which may destroy years of hard work and the best laid plans. 
May I help you? 


JAMES VAN BUSKIRK 
INSURANCE 


Fire -- Automobile -- Bonds -- Casualty -- Life -- Accident 
-- Hospital -- Polio -- 
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1. “Spit Row” — east side of Main St., before fire. 4, 


2. Al Comer, Phil Keppel. 


3. Dr, G. P. Kidd, in his 1 cylinder Oldsmobile, 
purchased in 1905, With him is his son, Herman. 
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Men: Ross Watson, Glen Jack, Clome Keppel, 
Abe Miller. Women: Edyth Geeting, Louise Kep- 
pel, Mary Gamble, Nellie Keppel. 


Edward Haag, Hugh Comer, Dow Miller, Roy 
Oswalt, Alonzo Oswalt, Mundy Sunday, 


L. to R.: Clarence Crow, Frank Crow, Hugh 
Titus, unidentified, Schyler Steffy, John Spiece. 


Ross Leon 


WATSON & BIDWELL 


J. I. CASE, JOHN DEERE and DUNHAM 
FARM IMPLEMENTS 
UNIVERSAL and KEWANEE ELEVATORS 
COMPLETE 
REPAIR AND were SERVICE 


Phone 82 Roann 


1. Sybil Ross, Edna Weber, Martha Ocker, Ethel Bcttom Row, left to right: Henry Brower, 


Shillinger, Coral Tillman. Ciurger, Will Mead, John Smith, Jim Butter- 
e A baugh, Ollie Gause, Court Williams, Charles 

2. Lola Nicely, George Giltner Jones. 
3, Clara Barnhart (Spiece), Herman Kidd, Ethel Standing, left to right: Ralph Barnhart, George E. 
Turner, Carr, Ed Riggin, Haut Hippensteel, Harve Smith, 


Charley Brown, Ollie Butterbaugh, Charley Le- 
land, William Halderman, Dow Van _ Buskirk, 
Orlie Newberger, Fred Schenckel, Bert Nus- 
wander. 
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MINNEAPOLIS 


HONEY WELL 


REGULATOR CO. 


WABASH, INDIANA 


WARREN’S ELECTRIC SHOP 


37 Years Experience 


Phone 8 Roann, Indiana 


Arthur A. Warren 


I, DUFFEY & SONS, CO. 


Dealers in Livestock for Fifty Years 


Lagro Ph. 52 


Rochester Ph. 62 
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MOBILGAS MOBILOIL 


Try the motor oil that was used in 
the first automobiles, which is now the 


world's largest selling motor oil. 


JIM BOWMAN 


CALL — Roann 10FI4 Wabash 973 


The Dow Van Buskirk home, built during the Civil War, stands near the site where 
over 100 years ago. Joseph Beckner lived and operated a tavern. Shown are Fred, 


Dow, James, Katharine and Mrs. Dow Van Buskirk. 


Mrs. Wesley Dillman 
daughter to 
Ann Beckner Brower 


1908, Frank Crow, George Crow 
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SOUTH SIDE GARAGE 


24-Hour Wrecker Service 


ARMSTRONG TIRE DEALER | FINEST IN FARM MACHINERY 


SHELL PRODUCTS All types of Heavy & Light Farm Equip. 


Front Wheel Alignment 
DeLAVAL MILKING EQUIPMENT 


Complete Auto Repair : 
Star Metal Tanks and Fountains 


OVERMAN MOTOR SALES General Tractor and Farm Machinery 
Jack Overman, Owner Repair 
Vernon and Columbus Streets Ph. 6 


SUMMERLAND & SON 
WABASH, INDIANA OLIVER DEALERS 


R. R. 1, Wabash, Ind. Phone 1504 


Compliments of 


THE WARNER 
Beitman & W olf 
BROODER CORPORATION 
WABASH, INDIANA 
Manufacturers of 
“Since 1846” 
Poultry and Farm Equipment 
Wearing Apparel for 
Phone 850 
The Entire Family 
Pr OnmBoxel 50 North Manchester 
From Head to Foot 
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Dr. George Brodbeck located in Roann 
in 1881, serving the community for many 


years. He died in the year 1928. 


Dr, Snearly was also an early doctor in 


this community. 


= 
Oh Genera lions 


By James Van Buskirk 


The country doctor has held a vitally im- 
portant and honorable place in the annals of 
American history. Since 1875, the Roann com- 
munity is indeed fortunate to have had suc- 
cessive members of the Kidd family as its 
“country doctors” who have generously given 
of their time and talents in conscientious serv- 
ice to the sick. 

Born in Richland Township, Miami County, 
Indiana, October 1, 1847, Dr. Gideon P. Kidd 


was one of a large family of children born 
to Edmund J. and Christiana (DeCamp) Kidd. 
Both his parents were pioneers of northern 
Indiana. His father, who was born near Bowl- 
ing Green, Virginia, in 1793, was taken to 
Lexington, Kentucky, when twelve years old. 
Later he served with the Second Kentucky 
Regiment of Infantry in the war of 1812. He 
was with the troops under General Harrison 
in the campaign against the Indians and the 
British in the Wabash Valley including Fort 
Wayne. After a time at Connersville, where 
he married Christina DeCamp, he moved to 
Miami County a little south of Paw Paw in 
1837, where he lived until his death in 1861. 


Dr. G. P. Kidd received his early education 
in a district school in Miami County and at- 
tended high school in Peru and Wabash, with 
some training at the old academy in Wabash. 
The years of his early manhood were divided 
between teaching and farming. In 1871 Dr. 
Kidd began the study of medicine under the 
direction of Dr. A. J. Smith in Wabash, and the 
following October he entered Chicago Medical 
College where he received his M. D. degree 
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Dr. and Mrs. G. P. Kidd 


in 1874. In the same year he married Mabel 
F. Dicken, a daughter of Dr. J. L. Dicken of 
Wabash. 

After practicing briefly in Rich Valley, Dr. 
Kidd established his home in Roann, April 19, 
1875, and served the community faithfully as 
a typical “Country Doctor” unti! his death in 
1923. Dr. Kidd was happy to replace his horses 


by the first automobile in Roann which was a 
satisfaction to his strong mechanical interest. 


Dr. James Gordon Kidd, his son, who has 
followed in serving the medical needs of this 
community, was born June 24, 1889. He grad- 
uated from Roann High School in 1907, and 
received his M. D. degree from Indiana Uni- 
versity in 1913. Following his internship at 
Indianapolis General Hospital, he engaged in 
general practice with his father in Roann from 
1914 to 1917 when he enlisted in the Army 
Medical Corps with the commission of First 
Lieutenant. After his discharge in 1919 as a 


Tires D-X Battery Service 
SCHNEPP’S SERVICE STATION 


Tire Repairing — Lubrication 


GAS — OIL — ACCESSORIES 


Marne Darby 
Prepared 
Domestic Stoker 

Coal 
Makes Your Stoker 


Tank Wagon Service 


Do Its Best 


Nerth Manchester, Ind. Phone, 341WX For Sale By 


Urbana, Ind, Phone 51 


MAYER GRAIN CO. 


USE ROYSTER 
Free Flowing 
FERTILIZER 
For Sale By 

MAYER GRAIN CO. 


Roann, Indiana 


Compliments 


LANDIS 
| DRUG STORE 


Walgreen Agency 


NORTH MANCHESTER 


WABASH COMMUNITY 
LIVESTOCK AUCTION SALE 
Every Wednesday 


WABASH SALE BARN 
WILFORD LAYCOCK, Prop. 
North Wabash City Limits 
State Road 15 


POLK-O-LAC 


Product for 
Poultry and Hogs 
Made by 
POLK’S PRODUCTS, INC. 
Indianapolis 
Sold by 
MAYER GRAIN CO. 


A condensed Buttermilk and Skim Milk 


Always Use 
Swift's 
“BLENN” 
Plant Food 
Ask for it at 


MAYER GRAIN CO. 


BRADY'S 


Compliments of 


| THE STORE FOR MEN 
| North Manchester, Ind. 


Compliments of 


The Cyclone Seeder Co., Inc. 


MODERNIZED POULTRY SUPPLIES 


Urbana, Indiana 


Phone 68 
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Dr. James G. Kidd, Sr. 


Captain, he resumed his practice in Roann 
for about a year. He then entered the U. S. 
Public Health Service and served in the Vet- 
erans’ Administration until 1926. 

In that year, Dr. Kidd returned to Roann and 
has since served the community true to the 
highest principles of the medical profession. 
He has been materially assisted through the 
years by his wife, Orlena Kidd, a registered 
nurse, who has generously contributed her 
services when needed. 

Their son, James G. Kidd, Jr., represents the 
third generation in the Kidd family to enter 
ihe medical profession. James, Jr., was born 


in 1924 in Washington, D. C., while his father 
was in the U. S. Public Health Service. After 
graduating from the Roann High School, he 
was in the U. 8S. Air Corps from 1943 to 1945. 
He then resumed his studies at Indiana Uni- 
versity where he received his B. S. degree 
in 1948, and his M. D. degree in 1951. After 
serving his internship at the Indiana Univer- 
sity Medical Center, and a year’s residency 
at St. Luke’s Hospital in San Francisco, Dr. 
Kidd has returned to the Indiana University 
Medical Center where he is beginning a two- 
year’s residency in Orthopedic Surgery. 


Dr, James G,. Kidd, Jr. 


DENTISTS 


Dr. L. G. A. Powell from Wabash, was the 
first dentist of whom we have record to prac- 
tice in Roann. Dr. Powell practiced here on a 
part time basis in the office of Dr. G. P. Kidd. 

Later, Dr. Dwight DuBois came to Roann 
and served the community well for many years. 
During that time he was also Township Trustee. 

When Dr. DuBois moved to Kewanna, he 
was succeded by Dr. Delk and then by Dr. E. 
R. Hurd, each of whom practiced here for a 
few years. Then Dr. DuBois returned to the 
community and resumed his practice for a 
short time until ill health forced his retirement. 
Since that time the community has been served 
by dentists in the neighboring towns. 
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VETERINARIANS 


Dr. Matthew Baber was the first graduate 
veterinarian of whom we have record to prac- 
tice in this community. He served an extensive 
territory for over 20 years, until he received 
fatal injuries in an automobile accident in 
1937. He was a great lover of horses and as- 
sembled a large stable of registered Belgians. 


This probably marked the peak of horse breed- 


ing in the community, and thereafter, the 
horses were rapidly replaced by tractors. 

After a short time, Dr. George E. Dershem, 
a graduate of Michigan State University, es- 
tablished an office in Roann. He has been serv- 
ing a wide area in a very capable manner up 
to the present time. 


OPP ENA E TMs 


NORTH MANCHESTER 


THE BEST PLACE TO. TRADE AFTER ALL 


DICKOVER - MYERS 
ROOFING CO. 


ROOFING — PAINTS — SIDING 


Alumninum Awnings — Comb, Windows 
“New Homes Constructed” 


40 E, Canal St. Phone 537 
Wabash, Indiana 


Congratulations 
P. K. DEPARTMENT STORE 
30-36 West Canal Street 


Wabash, Indiana 


YOCUM MACHINE WORKS 
TOOLS — DIES — JIGS — FIXTURES 
RUBBER and PLASTIC MOLDS 
and GENERAL PRODUCTION WORK 
MELVIN YOCUM 


Phone 18 Box 41 
Roann, Indiana 


SCHLEMMER BROS. 


SHEET METAL WORK OF ALL KINDS 


HARDWARE & APPLIANCES 
Phone 580 114 W. Canal St. 


FISHERMEN’S HEADQUARTERS 


TOMORROW’S CLEANING TODAY 


N. Manchester, Roann, Laketon, Wabash 


BRUCE KRAMER COMPANY 


DEPENDABLE CLEANERS 


Compliments 


BENDER FUNERAL HOME 


North Manchester, Indiana 


INDIANA LAWRENCE BANK & TRUST CO. 


NORTH MANCHESTER, INDIANA 


OVER FIFTY YEARS OF SAFE BANKING 


Member Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation 


Federal Reserve System 


School Sime 


BY MELLIE FLOHR 


As Mr. Gradgrind is made to say by Charles 
Dickens, “it is facts we want, not fancy” and 
now it is understood, it is facts, which are 
wanted; though dry they may be; and not 
logic, philosophy or humor. 


Descriptions and ancedotes were much used 
in the accounts of early pioneer schools and 
are a way of giving a real comprehension of 
what they were like in the earliest days. This 
will be a fact as schools continue to change in 
the future years. 


These meagre ones are found in the Wabash 
County History of 1884. It is mentioned that in 
the region now known as Paw Paw township, 
one school was taught north of Eel river on 
Squirrel Creek in the two room cabin (not his 
first home) of John Anderson. Jacob Heilman 
taught the school in 1837. 


In very nearly the same time Jacob Bryan 
taught a school in his two room cabin in the 
west part of the township, south of Eel river 
with ten children, in the winter of 1836-37, of 
five weeks duration and it is splitting hairs to 
say which was the first school. First there were 
circulating teachers who went to the homes, 
followed by neighborhood schools as the two 
mentioned in 1836-37. 

Next the early settlers would soon get to- 
gether and build a hewed log cabin school at 
their own expense and by their own labor. 
They would hire a master or teacher for a three 
month term and pay tuition. 


These schools had split clapboard roof, pun- 
cheon floor and door, benches without backs 
or desks, a huge cavernous fireplace that re- 
quired logs for fuel and a stick and clay chim- 
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ney, the ever present long limber gads in evid- 
ence on the wall when not in use. There must 
have been nails for the roof instead of weight 
poles and glass for light because this school 
was built one mile south of Roann in 1839 and 
there were more tools and other articles in use. 


Two other schools were given in the town- 


ship later in 1844-1847. 


Daniel Showalter was the first teacher of the 
school. 


When the women teachers displaced the 
master, Philena Halderman taught the school 
in 1868. 


Cornelius Halderman had three school 
teacher daughters, Philena, Florence and 
Laura, and their home was the red brick house 
with white trim just a little south of Roamn. It 
will surprise some to know that Elzba Shively 
(Mrs. Sam Patterson) also taught there. 


The history states, that following Jacob 
Bryan's school the next one was taught under 
the law of 1838. After the study of all the school 
laws from the Ordinance of 1787 until the writ- 
ing of the second constitution for the State of 
Indiana, it was the conclusion it was only a 
law of necessity for tuition schools continued 
over a long period of years. The elementary 
schools, seminaries, and denominational col- 
leges, were all established by private citizens 
and private tuition fees. Poor children could 
not attend, and illiteracy continued to grow. 
Provisions were written into the new constitu- 
tion for public schools for all the people and 
laws finally enacted for support of public 
schools and a state school fund by taxation. 
This occurred only a hundred years ago or 
just prior to the platting of the village of Roann 
June 16th, 17th, 1853, which gives a broad view 
of the tremendous advancement to the present 
public school system of the state. 


Little is to be told of the twelve districts in 
the township except that they were school dis- 
tricts and one of them in every township was 
set aside for endowment for maintenance of 
public schools (in 1787). 


In the country a school term was five and 
one-half months. In Roann, six months, amount 
of money expended on tuition was $2,602.50, 
incidental expenses small. 


The names of teachers given reptitiously are 
really not necessary. There are not complete 
lists, except in the year 1882-83. Some names 
are familiar and Daniel Funderburg always is 
spoken of as a great teacher but blind. Some 
can be identified by incidents, as being in the 
Roamn school. George Song is one and Mir- 
anda Macy, Etta Hibben and John DeArmond, 
are almost certain to be included, perhaps 
Laura and Florence Halderman. Some of the 
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Mary Baker, Teacher 


First row, left to right: Lena Carpenter, Beulah Bowman, Unidentified, Mundy Sun- 
day, Fred Wert. 


2nd row: Beulah Schrader, Bertha Jacobs, Ivans, Elta Swihart, Minnie Wines. 
3rd row: Alma Swihart, Leslie Haag, _.. Fisher, Nancy Foster, Katharine Van 
Buskirk. 


4th row: Eva York, Zertha Fetrow, Emma Shillinger, Beatrice Fetrow, Edith Shank. 
Back row: Kemner Fisher, Walter Swihart, Unidentified, Elmer Rhodes, Ralph En- 
yeart, Kenneth Ivans, Roy Brower, Loren Rantz, Marion Crist, Unidentified, Levi 
Ivans. 


Roann High School 1913 


First Row, Left: Marie Kidd, Jessie Leffel, Mary Smeltzley, Daisy Gidley, Edith Van 

_C&B kirk, EEdith Kinng, Fray Sppotts, Ella Smeltzey, Laura Lukens, Carrie Deardorff, 
—-——-—————- _ Fanny Whitmyre, Molly Guynn, Clara Aukerman, Amanda Seward, Bill Gause, Ola 

Hubbard, Lan Drollinger. 

Second Row: Charley Black, Tom Barnhart, Charley Oren, Thurman Wagner, Howard 

Smith, Dow Van Buskirk, ,Arnold Schuler, Al Gause, Will Mead, Ralph Barnhart 

Charley Leland, Orville King. 

Third Row: Tom Patterson, Lute Shoemaker, Plez Lavengood, Emma Whitmyre, 

Mary Gause, Effie Ware, Nora Richardson, Ola Lukens, Effie Sherwin, Maud Pearson, 

Cora Miller, Myrte Ware, Jimmie Gidey, Juia Story, Lena Neiswander. Teacher, Mr. 

Smith, 
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CONGRATULATIONS ROANN 
LUTZ FURNITURE CO. 
FURNITURE — FLOOR COVERING 
APPLIANCES — DRAPERIES 


Wabash, Indiana 


Compliments of 


J. C. PENNEY CO. 


JOHN RICHARDS TIRE CO. 
18 E, Market 35 E, Canal 
Wabash, Indiana 
BUY TIRES AT A TIRE STORE 


FARM TIRE SERVICE 


Compliments of 


SOUTH END MOTORS 
Akron, Indiana Phone 220-W 


RALPH SHEWMAN 


BAHNEY CHEVROLET SALES 


NEW CARS — NEW CARS 
— USED CARS — 
Genuine Chevrolet Parts & Accessories 
Service For All Makes of Cars 
Akron, Ind. Phone 98 


IVAN LITTLE HARDWARE 


<< ACE STORES FS 


CHINA WARE 
GLASS WARE 
GIFTS 


STOVES 
PAINTS 
WASHERS 
HARDWARE 


North Manchester, Indiana 


TRACTION FOR SALE 
Tractor Tire Relugging 
Recapping and Repairing 
KENNEDY LUCAS TIRE SERVICE 
North Manchester, Indiana 
160 E. Main Phone 739 
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“CHECK-R-BOARD” 


Phone 750 No, Manchester, Ind. 


STRAUSS’ IDEAL FEEDS 
Approved and Controled by Borden’s 
Phone 93 


N. Manchester, Ind, 


WETZEL INSURANCE AGENCY 
‘Where Insurance Is a Business” 
Telephone 76 1301, E. Main St. 


North Manchester, Indiana 


names are listed as of 1877-78 and perhaps yet 
the date will be found when the Roann school 
building was first erected. 


It is described as a neat brick building, 
which it was, suited to a small village in its 
early days. From there the description con- 
tinues of an east wing and a west wing. 


In 1882-83 the primary room was in the west 
wing with an outside entrance at the southwest 
corner and an inner door leading into a large 
hall, above the primary room was the high 
school, above the hall on the southeast corner 
‘ was a third floor and stairs leading to the bel- 
fry. The east wing to the north of the hall was 
unoccupied at this time, the intermediate 
grades were in the upper room. Huldah Smith 
was primary teacher, Mr. Gardner, intermedi- 
atees, and Mr. Gunder, Superintendent. Tuition 
in Paw Paw township in 1882-83 was $2,360.60. 

Two anecdotes have been related and could 
be given as reminscence as to the thrashing of 
George Frash by his teacher, George Long, 
that identifies him as a Roann teacher and the 


flirting episode between Mr. Gardner’s room. 


and the high school room illustrates the ar- 
rangement of the building. George Frash was 
the son of Michael Frash, a Roann merchant 
and a member of the school board with J. H. 
Jones. 

Mr. Gunder was the son of teacher, said to 
be hot headed; small in stature and big in- 
telectually. 

Netta Tillman Lukens graduated about 1884 
and is now residing in Disko. Effie Wertenber- 
ger claimed for herself the distinction of being 
the first graduate of the school. George Hoke, 
Ella Hoffman, Lily LaBoyteaux and Allen 
Strode were the class of 1888 under L. A. Hale, 
Superintendent. . 

Nora Richardson was a graduate with some 
later class and studied at the Terre Haute State 
Normal School. It prepared her for teaching in 
the best schools and after country experience 
her work was in Indianapolis for an indefinite 
number of years. Graduates in the local school 
at that time were not qualified to teach in the 
best schools because the course of study had 
very few advanced subjects. There was English 
literature, general history, some algebra, phy- 
sics and perhaps some others. 

During the summer and fall of 1883 a num- 
ber of prospective pupils arrived in Roann and 
entered the primary grade under Mandy Jack 
1889 (L. A. Dale was still here). They continued 
from grade to grade together. The second year 
Blanche Barnhart taught the class. The fall of 
1891 found the primary room divided, the part 
opening into the hall for the use of the third 
and fourth grades and Ella Hoffman gave us 
instruction along with cracked knuckles for 
whispering. As is often remembered not 
all the hardships were experienced by the pio- 
ner children. 

This year was a time of adjustments and re- 
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organization from the bottom upward. The 
third and fourth grades were consolidated; a 
few pupils were advanced. Professor Noble 
Harter was at the helm and doing some un- 
common things. It may as well be said the 
children looked up with awe when he entered 
the room. 


The high school curriculum was enlarged by 
advanced subjects as Latin, geometry, chem- 
istry and more and the time reduced to three 
years study for graduation. It cannot be told 
how long a time this routine was followed but 
by Noble Harter’s efforts it had become a com- 
missioned high school. 

It was either this year or the next the deci- 
sion was made to plant trees on the school 
ground and the parent of the writer (Isaac Ab- 
shire) selected saplings in the woods and 
trimmed them for planting. They all grew and 
were beautiful trees. 

In 1892 the class moved to the north side of 
the room and the big stove was so near some 
of the seats that pupils would have blistered 
had it not been for the heavy tin screen around 
it. It was the year of the Columbian Exposition 
in Chicago and we were required to write 
some music to be sent to the educational de- 
partment for exhibition. We had been taught to 
make a staff and some notes but it is a ques- 
tion if the music ever got any further than the 
waste basket. 

Mrs. Grace Oswald also read old Testament 
stories, the most interesting concerned Moses 
and the crossing of the Red Sea, and we pray- 
ed the Lord's Prayer (an innovation). 

There were more changes in 1893; that fall 
the stoves were gone, we passed through a 
corridor to a new room built into the north- 
west angle of the old building. There was a 
furnace in the new basement. We learned the 
notes, then words of several songs for opening 


George Gunder 


GIVLER’S MOBILGAS SERVICE 


LUBRICATION — TIRES 


BATTERIES — SERVICE 


State Road 16 Roann Ph. 98W 


WOLFE’S STANDARD SERVICE 
LUBRICATION — ACCESSORIES 
TIRES — BATTERIES 


Roann Phone i128 


Dunfee Welding & Blacksmith Shop 
PLOW POINT SHARPENING 
ARC & ACETYLENE WELDING 
All Work Guaranteed 


Roann, Indiana 


Compliments of 


SONDA'S 


GREENHOUSES 


Wood Wright's Sinclair Service 


GOODYEAR TIRES 


and ACCESSORIES 


SPIECE 66 SERVICE 
WASHING — GREASING 
ARMSTRONG TIRES 
CAR ACCESSORIES 


Roann, Indiana Phone 100 


Compliments of 


ROESNINiE. DaYeds 


CAFE 


RIVERSIDE FARM 
MILKING SHORTHORN CATTLE 
The Breed For The Farmer 
HAROLD ULREY & SONS 


Roann, Indiana 


Compliments 


WABASH SWEET SHOP 
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INDIANA GRILL 
BEER — WINE — LIQUORS 
135 W. Market St, 


Wabash. Indiana 


1. First School Building — 1874, 
2. First Schoo) Remodeled 

3. Second School Building — 1900 
4. Thir? School Building — 1941 
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exercises. Mrs. Oswald was again teacher. 


Florence Black came the next year in the 
same room. And from there we progressed to 
the east with Hattie Gochenour as our instruc- 
tor. Then, upstairs under very best of teachers 
we learned to know Emerson Clayton, al- 
though not much can be said in favor of cube 
root. 


Thomas Berry was principal of the school 
and the title,.Superintendent became obsolete. 
I wish space permitted to tell the little things 
that make up the school life of a child. 


There were lyceums on Friday nights, the 
debates were open to the public and "Be it 
resolved” was earnestly argued by negative 
and affirmative sides. of the question. 

The school of experience is sometimes a 
longer one. There is no quitting but gradua- 
tion, one by one at the end of our own term. 
One lesson learned is the quoted sentence of 
the Ordinance of 1787 as true today as then, 
‘Next to our religion nothing in life is of more 
value than education and knowledge.” 

Dec. 5th, 1899, the old building burned. The 
fire was the result of pine cold air shafts which 
became overheated. There were no accidents 
known to have occurred when the building 
was vacated. Flames were coming up from the 
cold air shafts into the room just back of the 
seat where my brother was removing his books 
from the desk. 

The -high school continued their work up- 
stairs in the old opera house and the element- 
ary grades were below. The new building was 
begun and finished in time for the next term 
of school in 1900. 

The style of architecture was unlike our 
modern school, made of dark red brick, with 
tall trees surrounding it, green and well kept 
lawn, trimmed privet hedges, foundation plant- 
ing of shrubs among which pink and white 
rugosa roses bloomed, was a magnifient 
school in a small town and we pointed to it 
with justifiable pride. There was more room, 
better facilities, the pump was gone, cement 
walks replaced gravel, the school bell rang as 
before but there was no school board, nor tui- 
tion from country children. It had become a 
township school. 


Of the principals and teachers more could 
be told by those who sat under their instruc- 
tion. 

The trustees who supervised the school may 
not all be remembered but there was Marcel- 
lus Hubbard, Jake Waggoner, Ralph Arnold 
Schuler, William Bryan and the next three are 
mentioned later. 

Wilbert Sullivan, former principal, served in 
the U. S. Army in France as chaplain during 
the second World War. He was principal in 
Roann from 1928 until 1943 and has lived in the 
town twenty-five years. He is also pastor of 
the Roann Christian church. 

Mr. Hugh Comer became township trustee 


Enjoy Roann’s Favorite 


Compliments of 


PIONEER ICE CREAM 


LANDMARK SUNDRIES 
COMER GARAGE 


LYNN’S RESTAURANT 


ROANN, IND. PHONE 47 PIONEER ICE CREAM CO., INC. 


Fort Wayne 


Brikcrete Masonry Products 


Brick Homes for the cost of frame. 
Brikcrete, self-insulating, builds a com- 


plete load bearing water-resistant wall 


all ready for inside finish, no framing, WABASH COUNTY 


no sheathing, no siding. 
No painting — ever 


REMC 


Two paint jobs on average home will 


buy the brick for this house. 


KESTER’S BRIKCRETE CO. nee e Re) INDIANA 


PHONE 790F11 
Junction: 15 and 114 


No. Manchester ‘Indiana 
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Top, L. to R.: Lee Johnson, Guy 
Landis, George Gittner, Glen 
Maple, 


Bottom: Lawrence Clayton, Glen 
Brower, Herbert Weber, Gordon 


Grump and Royal Ranck, 


Top Row: J. Elmer Landis, Ada 
Ivins, Ernie Whistler, Ira Heeter, 
Garl Baber, Harvey Yocum, Lola 
Nicely and Lillian Mull. 


Middle Row: Roy Early, Edith 
Swihart, Frances Thompson, 


Marie Keppel, Louis Beam. 


Bottom Row: Homer Showalter, 
Loren Thompson, Harry White, 
Charley York, Ed. Morehouse. 


Top: George Helvey Lawrence 
Halderman, Paul Beam, George 


‘Giltner, Wilbur Lavengood., 


Kneeling: Earl Schrader, Ivan 


Flohr. 


North Manchester Farm Equipment 
McCORMICK FARM EQUIPMENT 
INTERNATIONAL REFRIGERATION 


INTERNATIONAL TRUCKS 
Phone 785 


GUS DORAIS CHEVROLET, Inc. 
458 S, Miami Street Telephone 25 


WABASH, INDIANA 


BATTERIES 
Compliments of 
BURCH SERVICE STATION 
SHELL PRODUCTS 


Junction Highways 114 & 15 
North Manchester, Indiana 


LUNCHES FOUNTAIN SERVICE 


Compliments of 
SUNRISE DAIRIES 
Manufacturers of 
SUNRISE BUTTER 
Laketon, Indiana 


HENDERSON'S 


Phone 723 473 So. Miami St. 
INTERNATIONAL HARVESTER 


Wabash, Indiana 


GLAZIER FURNITURE COMPANY 
15 East Main Street Phone 3871 
Peru, Indiana 


C. A, BERKSHIRE MAUDE FISHER 


TETER LIVESTOCK MARKET 
DAILY MARKET 
MONDAY through FRIDAY 
Cluster Teter & Wayne Helvey, Mers. 


No. Manchester Phone 124 


Electricity is the lifeblood of modern 
farms, businesses and industries! P.S.C.I. 
is making SURE there’s plenty of electric 
power, now and in the future, for those it 


serves, 


Public Service Co. of Indiana, Inc. 


BOLINGER FURNITURE & HARDWARE | 


ry 


APPLIANCES 


West on Road 114, North Manchester 
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DINNERS — STEAKS 
SANDWICHES 
PAW PAW DRIVE INN 


LIVE BAIT 


On State Road 15 


Facaulty 


the 


L925 


Back Row: Ralph Huddlestun, Gertha Gamble, Clarence Vandegrift, Emma 


Baber, Wilbert Sullivan, Hazel Eby. 


Front Row: Helen Wolfe Hardman, Maude Beam Yocum, Miriam Schuler Ray, 


Katherine Arnold Bird, 


in 1932. Soon agitation began for a new school 
building the first term in office. It was argued 
pro and con. 

The State School Board and State Superin- 
tendent of schools set the standards of all pub- 
lic schools in the state and the building was 
condemned. A permit to operate the school 
was given from term to term, that it might not 
lose its commission. 

Progress is practical, not sentimental, and it 
became imperative to take action. The building 
was razed. A former pupil remarked the falling 
of the bell was the sound of a death knell to 
bygone times. With the yawning basement 
filled with debris, the old smokestack standing 
guard marked a desolate scene. 

Mr. Comer’s advisory board was Hugh 
Flora, Ross Meyer, and Homer Haupert. Clar- 
rence Vandegrift was County Superintendent, 
Everett O. Brown, architect. 

The township was bonded to the limit which 
was $58,000, a building fund was raised of 
$10,000 and after vexing delays the Works 
Progress Administration granted the request 
for a work project and claim $78,000. 

Under this system no formal contract could 
be let and it became Mr. Comer’s responsibility 
to purchase the townships’ share of materials, 
urge the W.P.A. to perform their part and over- 
see construction. The scarcity of materials and 
the upward trend of prices during war years, 
all contributed to a trying situation. School 
was held two years in churches, the library 
and elsewhere. It was thought the building 
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could not be ready for the term at the end of 
the second year, but volunteers helped lay the 
gymnasium floors and with other work in the 
building. The building is adequate for the fu- 
ture needs of the western part of the township 
and in the last year, 1942, of Mr. Comer’s terms, 
two new subjects were added to the high 
school work, which are commercial or typing 
and business arithmetic, and vocational agri- 
culture. 

Mr. Thomas Earl followed as trustee. 

Mr. Garland Fisher is present incumbent of 
the office and has given the following facts 
concerning the school in 1952-53 with express- 
ed willingness to help with any further infor- 
mation needed. 

Mr. John Norman is principal, there are eleven 
teachers, the enrollment of pupils is the lowest 
in several years, being 185. Basic high school 
subjects are English, United States and World 
History, Latin, Algebra, social studies or civics, 
science, biology, geometry, chemistry, commer- 
cial bookkeeping physical training vocational 
agriculture, home economics, art, music, both 
band and choral with required and elective 
courses. Special teachers are provide for some 
subjects. The elementary grades, being the tun- 
damentals of education, are not much changed 
except there is music and some art. Teachers 
salaries and substitute teachers are $36,000 a 
year, all other school expenses are approxi- 
mately $40,000 a year except for major repairs. 
New school busses were compulsory by law. 
There are three bus drivers, forty-eight to fifty 


pupils are a load and there are two thirty-five 
mile round trips each school day for each bus. 
State aid for the year was about $6,000. It is 
based on the number of teaching units in aver- 
age daily attendance in a school. Thirty pupils 
in average daily attendance comprise a teach- 
ing unit. All the school bonds will be retired 
this year 


The school lunches are not under the sup- 


ervision of the township trustee as it is a proj- 
ect of the Parent-Teachers Association under 
the supervision of Mrs. Paul Draper, with the 
assistance of the Federal government. 

The information given has been collected 
from various sources and I am grateful for all 
assistance that has been received. 


Nellie Flohr. 


Norris Krom 


Vonell Krom 
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Grace Krom 


Russell Krom 


Compliments 


of 


The General Tire 


& Rubber Company 


Mechanical Goods Division 


Wabash, Indiana 
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The history of the Roann Christion Church 
began in 1875 in the old Universalist Church, 
with A. A. Knight as pastor. He directed the 
services for two years in this building, which 
is still standing. . 

Organization of the Christian Church was 
carried on by H. Z. Leonard in 1877, but the 
meeting place was changed to the United 
Brethren Church. It might be said by way of 
identification that Mr. Leonard married Sarah 
Eby, a charter member, following his ministry 
in Roann, and still later became counsul from 
the United States to Canada. 

The United Brethern Church was located on 
land, owned by Cornelius Halderman, which 
lay north of present State Road 16 and just 
west of the railroad. 

Purchase of the one room frame church. was 
mcde in 1883 for less than $300. The house was 
soon moved to the place where it now stands. 
This lot was given to the church by Cornelius 
Halderman. Carpentery work was directed by 
Chenoweth Martindale; and the cost of repairs 
ond furnishings amounted to $137.67. 
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Keer hres fian Ghisck 


Wilbert Sullivan — Pastor 


Article by 
Mrs. Henry Durnbaugh 


The church was dedicated in December 1883 
by L. L. Carpenter, a minister from Wabash, 
and a man who was often responsible for giv- 


ing the extra push to keep the little church 
moving along. 

Little change can be noticed in the outside 
appearance of the building. The interior has 
undergone many changes. The first lighting 
system consisted of thirteen kerosene lamps, 
distributed in brackets along the wall and 
chandeliers suspended from the ceiling. Mrs. 
Pronk Schuler kept the lamps filled and clean- 
ed. At this time A. W. Huffman rang the bell 
ond performed the duties of janitor, a job 
which he had for years. With the coming of 
electricity to Roann in the early 1900's, the 
modern method of lighting was installed in the 
church. In late years Mrs. John Flohr has given 
ihe church improved lighting fixtures. 

The church was first heated by two stoves, 
one on the west side of the church, the other 
cen the east side. The fuel used in these stoves 
was large chunks of wood. 


Compliments of 


MOYER & HAUPERT WILKINSON LUMBER CO. 


Denver, Ind. 


CHILI GRAIN & SUPPLY CO. 


WILLARD D. TRUEX, Prop, 


GIFTS — TOYS 
INFANT’S & CHILDREN’S WEAR 
J 


North Manchester, Ind, 


THOMPSON'S WOMEN’S APPAREL ROY HARRIS 


CHILI, IND. 


WASSMAN’S LADIES’ APPAREL MCALISTER GROCERY 


THE SHELL STORE, CHILI, IND. 


CRADLE & TOT SHOP E. 0. EBBINGHOUSE INSURANCE 
AKRON IMPLEMENT COMPANY 


SOUER'S JEWELRY SCHLEMMER HEATING & PLUMBING 


J. W. LEWIS 


E. M. WEESNER, ATTORNEY 


We Recommend Compliments 


H-B MINERAL FEED Ses SERVICE 


For all livestock and poultry 


CLIFF SNYDER MOTORS 
MAYER GRAIN CO. 


Phone 34 N. Manchester 


OVERHOLT'S 


Compliments 


PLUMBING & HEATING PAUL A. BEAM 


SHEET METAL & ROOFING Representative 


The Equitable Life Assurance Society 
Phone 468 


N, Manchester 


of the United States 
Ben Sturdevant 


115 E. Main St. North Manchester, Ind. 


On a Sunday morning in severe winter 
weather, you would find the congregation 
seated around these stoves to keep warm. In 
1932 a large Heatrola stove was used to heat 
the building and in 1944 a furnace was in- 
stalled, which is in use at the present time. 

Changes have been made in the pulpit, 
chairs, communion table and piano. The seats 
have been replaced three times. 

Mr. Thaddeus Hoke made the old commun- 
ion table, which is now used as the secretary's 
cabinet. Communion service first consisted of 
a glass pitcher and two wine goblets and two 
china bread plates. Today the silver plate and 
individual glasses are used. 

The pulpit stand, which is still in use, was 
made by George Gause, father of Billy Gause, 
from the lumber of the first organ, used in the 
church. 

The church doors were closed for the first 
time about 1889. H. Z. Canter, who was minis- 
ter at that time and Ezekiel Reed, who owned 
a house, in which Canter lived, became en- 
tangled in a dispute, which ended in a church 
trial. L. L. Carpenter conducted the trial. This 
episode closed the church until 1892, when E. 
E. Rogers, came and reorganized the church 
ond continued as minister for two years. Soon 
following the reopening of the church, the 
Ladies’ Aid and Missionary Society became 
active. In a few years the latter group became 
extinct, but the efforts of the former made 
eee the repairs and improvements on the 


church. The Aid made a large percent of its 
money by serving dinners at the county fairs, 
presenting plays and innumerable other 
things. In recent years the Missionary Society 
has been reorganized, and is very active in 
supporting missions and benevolences. 

Again trouble arose in the church and 
caused the second closing of the doors. This 
took place in 1917 and it remained inactive 
until 1923, when C. C. McFadden was instru- 
mental in reorganizing the church. Since that 
time the church has grown from a membership 
of 45 to a membership of 100. 

Probably the most influential member in the 
church, throughout its early history was Frank 
W. Eby, who was a charter member of the 
church and a former student of Butler Univer- 
sity. The Sunday School was organized by him 
in 1883, and he was its first superintendent, a 
place which he held for years. Mr. Eby served 
as Elder for many years and was responsible 
for many of the church affairs and its business. 

As the years went on and the membership 
increased, a need was felt for more class room, 
so a basement was constructed and divided 
into class rooms and an oil furnace was also 
installed at this time. The old seats were also 
replaced with individual seats and a new ves- 
tibule was added. 

Now in the present year, 1953, under the 
leadership of our pastor, Wilbert Sullivan, our 
little church is growing and active in the work 
of the Master. 


ROANN LODGE No. 583 F. & A. M. 
By Vaughn Smallwood 


A Charter of Dispensation was granted to 
a goodly number of Masons, at Roann, Indiana, 
entitling them to work together as a Regular 
Assembled Lodge of Masons, by the Grand 
Lodge of Indiana, under the direction of the 
Grand Master Bro. Jacob J. Todd, who ap- 
pointed Bro. I. A. Stitt as Worshipful Master; 
Franklin Deardorff, Senior Warden and Chris- 
tian B. Roger as Junior Warden. This dispensa- 
tion was dated, November 12, 1890. The Lodge 
was granted its regular Charter at a Session 
of Grand Lodge held in Indianapolis, Indiana, 
on May 26, 1891. 

First meeting under dispensation was held 
on November 15, 1890, in the south part of 
town on second floor above Clayton's Bakery, 
at which time the Worshipful Master appoint- 
ed the other officers: Bro. Charles Shillinger, 
Secretary; R. G. Arnold, Treasurer; H. D. Miller, 
Senior Deacon; S. A. La Boyteaux, Junior Dea- 
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con; H. H. Smith and T. 8. Barnhart, Stewards 
and Wood Huddleston, Tyler. 

In 1906 Roann Lodge moved to their present 
location. 

Our Lodge holds a membership of 142, hav- 
ing one of the oldest Masons of Indiana as a 
member of our Lodge, Brother Siegle Samuel 
Gamble, who became a Master Mason on 
April 1, 1884. He has served the craft 69 long 
years, and until in recent years Bro. Gamble 
was very active in Masonic Work. Another 
fifty-year member among us is Brother William 
Lewis Harrison, who became a Master Mason 
on February 25, 1896. 

Several of our members are nearing this 
fifty-year mark. Over forty have passed the 
twenty-five year span. 

The Masonic Lodge is founded on Faith, 
Hope and Charity, with a belief in God, and 
all the teachings found in the Bible. 


The First Brethren Church had its beginning 
in this community June 20th, 1880, just west in 
Miami County, and it was known at that time 
as the First Congregational Church. During 
that same year another group held meetings 
in the Eureka School House, five miles south 
of Roann, with twenty conversions. 


These two small bodies of believers then 
held a meeting in the Roann Methodist Church 
on February 12, 1881, when they decided to 
merge. They secured Reverend J. H. Swihart 
as their pastor. He served until June of 1885. 
The Reverend W. W. Summers then became 
pastor for a short time. He was followed by 
Reverend Fitzgerald, under whose leadership 
the church was really organized, and became 


First TD rcthccn Chiirck 


Pastor — S. M. Whetstone 


Article by Ora Abshire 


numbered among the Brethren Churches. A 
number of other ministers seved here in the 
early days of the church's history. Among 
them, W. C. Perry, J. M. Bowman, L. W. Ditch, 
L. S. Bauman, and others. 


During the ministry of W. C. Perry, the ladies 
were organized into what was known then as 
the Sisters Society of Christian Endeavor; 
known now as the Women's Missionary Soci- 
ety. It was also during his pastorate that the 
present church building was erected, in 1891. 


The first deacons were Shelby Arthur and 
John Zook. Mrs. Zook was the first deaconess. 
The first trustees were John Lowman and Ben 
Bowman. 


First Row, from left: Louis Beam, Ivan Flohr, Edward Morehouse, Roy Wagoner, 
Chas. Giltner, Floyd Giltner, Brent Hoppes, . 

Second Row: Lorin Whitmyre, Gale Whitmyre Michael, Maud Titus, Creth Brower 
Meyer, Mable Oswalt Mouser, Alta Kennedy, Lavonne Lavengood, Ruth Baird Flinn, 
Mable Shillinger Needham, Ola Giltner Jensen, Elsie Applegate Ruch. 

Third Row: Frank Shillinger, Link Baublitt, Marie Keppel Comer, Lola Nicely Gilt- 
ner, Cleo Enyeart Yentes, Helen Grumpp Thompson,Esta Goltry, teacher, 

Fourth Row: Ethel Shillinger, Ida Harmon, Lizzie Harmon, Lottie Lautzenhiser, 
Octave Teague Cramer, Lela Titus, Marie Swihart Alber, Alice Keppel Meyer. 

Fifth Row: Walter Speice, Hubert Bowman, Geo, Beam, Ora Abshire, Don Ross, 
Lioyd Thomas, Alfred Young, Herbert Weber, Alfred Cable, Guest, Dow Bush, Homer 
Ohmart, Paul Beam. 

Sixth Row: Paul Sunday, Mont Smith, Howe Barnhart, George Giltner, Bruce Wiles, 
Carpy Thompson, Chas. Flora, Russel Purdy, Fred Bryan, Roy Oswalt, Guy Purdy. 
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Four Generations of preachers have served this church 


David Swihart George Swihart Roy Mishler 


John Mishler with his family 


1898 Choir of Presbyterian Church 

Smith, Orrill Ocker, organist; Grace Harter, Marie 
Henry Arnold, Choir Leader; Blanch McVicker, 
Soloist; Mrs. L. A, Baber, Sam Butterbaugh, Mable 
Smith, Orill Acker, organist; Grace Harter, Marie 
Kidd, Orrill Van Buskirk, Martha Ocker, Fay 
Spotts, S, L. Ocker, Dave Harsh, Ruth Butterbaugh, 
L. M. Spotts, Nellie Girt. 
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What is now the Roann Church of the 
Brethren was ordinally a part of the Mexico 
Church territory, of near 250 square miles, from 
the Wabash River to Akron and the Laketon 
Road to Deedsville Road. The church was or- 
ganized 1855 with about 90 members and 
known as the Squirrel Creek German Baptist 
or Dunkard, Church. In 1864 a brick meeting 
house was built across the river from Roann. 
The brick was made and burned about 1!/ 
miles south of Roann in the brick kiln belong- 
ing to Philip Keppel Sr., near Paw Paw Creek. 
The Brethren had a hard time financially dur- 
ing the war paying their exemptions, so the 
building of the church was somewhat delayed. 
This house was used until 1921, when it was 
sold and later burned down. The congrega- 
tion bought the Presbyterian church building 
in south Roann built in 1884, not then in use, 
for $1,000, but remodeling added about eight 
times that amount to the cost. This building 
was dedicated Sept. 25, 1921 by V.F. Schwalm. 
The debt was not fully paid until 1940 when 
the mortgage was burned. A parsonage was 
purchased in 1950 and fully paid for in 1951. 
In 1882 the name was changed from Squirrel 
Creek to Roann. In 1881 there were about 150 
members. Very few left with the Old Orders, 
but some went with the Progressives. Some of 
the early ministers were Wm. Moss, George 


Brower, Jonathan Swihart, many joined as a # 


result of their powerful preaching. Some 
moved in from Virginia, including Daniel Barn- 


Ba Weapaniebs GhowallertcDavid Nett. Martin ia 
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Giger of he Ether 


Herbert Alford — Pastor 


Article by C, C. Miller 


Winger, Matthias Meyers. 

David Neff was elected deacon in 1861 and 
called to the ministry in 1865, ordained in 1872. 
His cousin, Benjamin Neff, and John Wagoner, 
were elected in 1868 and Isaac Deardorff and 
David Swihart in 1872. In the seventies Elder 
Jesse Myers moved into the territory from Iowa. 
He was very able and served for many years. 

Some of the early deacons were Shelby Ar- 
thur, John White, Alexander Abshire, J. T. Jen- 
kins, Joseph John, Solemon Eikenberry, Abra- 
ham Landis, John Deardoff, Henry Neff, Isaac 
Bowman, James Zook, and George Deardoff. 
About 1882 Aaron Moss moved in from Somer- 
set, and Morris Dilliman was a minister here 
about the same time. In 1896 Geo. E. Swihart, 
J. Henry Neff and Robert Miller were elected 
to the ministry, the last named asked to be 
relieved of the ministry. J. H. Neff moved into 
the Sugarcreek Church in 1898 where he died 
in 1916. Geo. E. Swihart died in 1942. Johna- 
thann Cripe was called to the ministry in 1902. 
Geo. E. Swihart and Joe Rife had charge of 
the church from 1904 to 1915. 


Many ministers have moved into the congre- 
gation in the past 35 years. I. E. Warren, from 
Beaverdam ordained 1908, died 1928. He also 
operated a store and printing office. D. H. 
Weaver and Robert E. Burger both lived here 
ashort time. The latter died in South Bend, Ind., 
in 1929. J. D. Rife, an elder, came from Somer- 
set in 1907 and lived here until his death in 
1929. Abraham Miller lived here a year, com- 
ing from Dakota. Emery Morphew, a minister, 


JONES HARDWARE 


“More for Less” 


PERU, INDIANA 


Rich Valley Co-operative 


Elevator Co. 
GRAINS, SEEDS, COAL, SALT AND 
BUILDING MATERIAL 
Phone 1840-W 


RICH VALLEY, IND. 


CROSS SALES & SERVICE 
YOUR 
DeSOTO-PLYMOUTH DEALER 
“Buy With Confidence” 


WABASH, INDIANA 
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RELIABLE PRESCRIPTIONS 


3 GENERATIONS — BRYAN 


Norman Bryan 


Fred Bryan 


lived here some 20 years before his death in 
1940. C. C. Miller, moved here in 1908 from 
Ohio and is now the oldest minister in the 
church also church clerk. He served 14 years 
as Superintendent of Sunday School, worked 
in the free ministry over 25 years and has re- 
presented the church at many annual and 
district meetings. The church continued in the 
free ministry until about 1922. Since that time 
the following pastors have served: S. L. Cover, 
1922 to 1926, who went from here to the Pleas- 
ant Dale church, later passing away in Penn- 
sylvania in 1950; Edward Kintner and wife 
labored here for about ten years as part time 
pastor. Mary Cook served from 1938 to 1940, 
when her health failed. Bruce Flora and wife, 
from Bethany Seminary served 1940-43 on a 
part time basis. He moved to Florida and was 
followed by Ernest Bowman and wife from 
Manchester College, who served while in 
school and in 1949 went to Verdon, Ill; Wm. 
Eberly, a teacher at Laketon high school, came 
in 1949 and was followed in 1952 by Herbert 
Alford and wife. Some who have been Elders 
here since 1917: Irven Fisher, 1917; J. D. Rife, 
1918-19; I. B. Book, 1920;; C. F. Eiler, 1921, Dist. 
Mission Board, 1922-23; S. L. Cover, 1924; J. O. 
Winger, 1925-26; Edward Kintner, 1927-42; 
Charles R. Oberlin, 1943-46; T. A. Shively, 1947- 
48. T. G. Weaver, 1949-50; Robert Sink, 1950- 
51 and E. Paul Weaver. 

Ralph Hoffman was elected to the ministry 
here in 1937, and as Elder in 1946. He has 
served as pastor of the Cart Creek Church for 
a number of years and many other capacities 
in the district. Roy Mishler, a very able minis- 
ter, lived here two years; a son-in-law of Elder 
Geo. E. Swihart and father of John Mishler, 
who was licensed to the ministry here in 1945; 
later to Eldership and has served as pastor to 
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the West Eel River, Buffalo and Pleasant Dale 
Churches. Some later deacons not heretofore 
mentioned are Joseph Heeter, died 1930; Ira 
Seitner, later moved to North Manchester; Enos 
Swihart, also of N. Manchester, died 1947; Levi 
Eikenberry; Charles H. Bunyan; Wm. H. Fair- 
burn; Walter Gibbs; John Hollenburg; Roy 
Duncan; Clarence Pulley; W. E. Rife, son of J. 
D. Rife; W. W. Musselman and Harold Mussel- 
man. Some who have been Sunday School 
Superintendents were W. H. Fairburn, 3 years; 
Robert E. Burger, 2 years; Sarah Seitner, and 
Della Figert, each six months; Roy Mishler, one 
year; Ralph Hoffman, 8 years; John Mishler, 4 
years; Ray Figert, 3 years; W. W. Musselman, 
one year; Ralph Eiler, 2 years; C. C. Miller, 14 
years; Martin H. Miller and Norman Hoppes, 
about 1910. The former was a faithful deacon 
who later moved to Reedly, Calif., where he 
was elected to the ministry to which he de- 
voted his time until his death. 

Others serving as Sunday School Superin- 
tendents of later years were John Hollenberg, 
Marion Hoppes and Galen Eiler. 

The Ladies Aid Society was organized in 
August, 1922, and has done much toward pay- 
ing the church debt and many other obliga- 
tions and charitable deeds. 

For the past 33 years the church membership 
has varied but little, for 2 years below 90 and 
four years above 120. The present membership 
is 100. Mary Heeter and Sarah Ranck are now 
the oldest living members. Paul Hoffman, a 
son of Ralph and Tressie Hoffman and grand- 
son of Mary Heeter, was elected to the Min- 
isinvairie Looe 

About all church records prior to 1908 have 
been lost. 

Statistics gathered and written by 
C. C. Miller 
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The first white man to settle in Paw Paw / 
Township was in 1836. The year following, 
Methedist preaching began in a school house, 
near Paw Paw. 


Circuits were large in those days. Often in- 
volving a horseback ride of 400 miles. Meet- 
ings once or twice a month with each group 
was held by the minister. 


Quoting the '84 history, “Circuit riding was a 
business in those days. Fording streams, swim- 
ming rivers, wading swamps and marshes, 
following ‘blazes’ and ‘trails’, thru the woods, 
traveling in rain and snow, in heat and cold, 
often for many miles thru the nearly unbroken 
forest — hard work and rough fare. Men 
preached then for the love of souls, and thanks 
be to God, they got them!’ 


In 1851, a log church was built, and called 
Providence Church. This stood on the Jack 
farm, on the west side of state road 15. 

Margaret Watson attended and said, “I re- 
member going here as a little girl. When 
church took up, the front door was closed and 
locked! If you came along late, you went home 
or sat outside until church was over.” (who 
said this wouldn't work?) 


Again quoting from the history, ‘an old time 


Ve eihedist Church 


Harold Schram — Pastor 


Article by Mrs. Chas. York 


a live fact, and people did not get tired... 
the minister after trying time and again to dis- 
miss, but the meeting would go on until mid- 
night or later.” 


When the United Brethren Church was built 
in ‘66 the Methodists of Roann began to meet 
there for their classes. Then in 1873 the first 
church was erected on the lot where the pres- 
ent church stands. It was a much smaller struc- 
ture, as many today remember it. 

One room, with plain straight back benches, 
two pot-bellied stoves, one to the east and one 
to the west side of the room. An organ was 
later added. 

C. W. Wade, who later became Bishop of 
the Methodist Church, served from 1881 to 
1883. George Gunder was choir director, and 
superintendent of sunday school classes. 

A page lifted from the record book belong- 
ing to G. W. Gunder, reads. “Roann, Ind., Oct. 
8, 1882. Sabbath School opened with singing 
from page 74 followed by prayer by Mr. De- 
Armond, and singing from page 92. After the 
reading of the lesson, the classes sought their 
vlaces. Officers present 5; Scholars present 41; 
Teachers present 4; Visitors present 4; Total 54. 
The collection was taken with the following re- 


Methodist meeting was about as much like _ sults: 
many nowadays, as a strong live man is like Class No. 1 — 28c 
a dead one. Then, as soon as anybody got Class No. 2 — Ile 
there who could sing, singing began, and Class No. 3 — 00c 
prayer followed ...the Amen corner was Class No. 4 — 10c 
Revival — 1809 — Rev. Chas. Smith, pastor; Augie Goodwin, deaconess, preaching; 


Miss Gerkin, singing. 


Mam2rs in part. Row 1, R. to L.: John Wertenberger, Mr, Medders, unidentified, 
youn ewan zer, Dan Whitmyre, Mrs. Frank Hettmansperger 


Row 2: Mamie Acstton, Rev. Smiths, Glen Crist, unidentified, Charley Clayton, Doyle 


Fhomveon, Russell Harris, Paul Baird. 
Faow 3: Chas Foster, Ross McDaniels, Nettie Ressler, Esta Abshire, Walter Spiece, Dan 
Turner, Charles Swanger, Marshall Thompson, Harry Sunday, Daisy Harris, Ed More- 


house and others, 
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FRED PETTY 


LESTERS GARAGE CASH BUYER OF 


General Repairing POULTRY, EGGS AND CREAM 
USED CARS Eggs Shipped to New York Weekly 
ROANN PHONE 12M 


“Quality - - - Plus” 


Compliments of 


APPLES 


| Dr. G. E. Dershem 
LORNE J. DOUD, Mer. | 


VETERINARIAN 


2 mi. south 1 mi. west of Roann 
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Class No. 5 — Olc 

Class No. 6 — O2c 

Class No. 7 — 00 

Total A47c 

_ This building served the purpose until 1897 
when it became inadequate, and a new build- 

ing was proposed. This was carried thru in ‘98, 

when the present structure was built. 

Lawrence Halderman, living in Logansport, 
and C. C. Hensler served as ushers for the de- 
dication. A new piano was also dedicated at 
this time. 

In July 1912 lightning struck the church, and 
the fire exploded the tank supplying the light- 
ing system. The house was damaged to such 
a degree that meetings were not held there 


POSTMASTERS IN ROANN SINCE THE 
OFFICE WAS ESTABLISHED IN 1860 


io Baer 

Jane Thatcher 

John Grimes 

Charles Johnson 

John C. F. DeArmond 
Stephen LaBoyteaux 
Samuel M. Baird 
Christian B. Rager 
Sherman Baker died in office and Delight 
Baker completed his term 
Benjamin Esta Goltry 
James E. Turner 

Ruth Baird Flinn 


COCOONS on GON 


— 
Nr Oo 


TRUSTEES OF PAW PAW TOWNSHIP 


W. W. Stewart 
Almon P. Riddle 
Reuben Murphy 
George Owen 

A. T. Gidley 
Daniel Van Buskirk 
A. L, Oswalt 
Jacob M. Wagoner 
Dwight DuBois 

10. Arnold Schuler 

ll. William H. Bryan 
ia hugir. Comer 
13. Thomas M. Earl 
14. Garland B. Fisher 


OOO tee ES a 
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again until the following November. 


Meetings were held in the nearby Universal- 
ist Church: 


In 1913 under L. G. Jacobs, pastor, a new 
furnace was added, and much refinishing was 
done to the interior, along with many improve- 
ments to the parsonage. 


The present year, under Harold Schram, ex- 
tensive remodeling is again taking place. New 
stained glass windows are being installed, the 
sanctuary is completely replastered in a tinted 
rough plaster. Floors and furniture are again 
refinished and a gala “homecoming and rally 
day’ is planned on the completion of the 
present project. 


THE SMALL TOWN 


I like to live in a little town, 

Where the trees meet across the street, 
Where you wave your hand and say “Hello!” 
To everyone you meet. 


I like to stand for a moment 
Outside the grocery store, 

And listen to the friendly gossip 
Of the folks who live next door. 


For your life is interwoven 

With the friends we learn to know; 
We hear their joys and sorrows, 
As we daily come and go. 


So I like to live in a little town,’ 
I care no more to roam, 
For every house in a little town 


-Is more than a house: it’s home. 


—Just Selected 


JUNE & WALLYS 


COLONIAL 
FRIED CHICKEN 
IS | STEAKS & CHOPS 
U. S. 24 6 Mi, East of Peru, Ind. 
GOOD BREAD 


| Phone Peru Dial 5968 


BATTLINER CIGAR STORE 
240 So. Wabash | SS EA INES 
BEER — WINE — LIQUOR 


LAURENCE GRAY 
CARRY OUT BEER & LIQUOR 


ECKERT BROS. 


MYERS & SON — JEWELERS WABASH TAVERN 


4 1 St. 
Wabash, Indiana EB od be Bde 


BEER — WINE — MIXED DRINKS 
61 W. Canali St, Phone 316R SANDWICHES & SOUP 
Open 7 A.M, to 12 P.M. 


Congratulations Roann 
FURNITURE 
FLOOR COVERINGS “FLOORS WITH DISTINCTION” 
: APPLIANCES 3 
ile LksNctorean 
Wabash, Indiana 


WENDEL FLOOR COVERING 


North Manchester, Indiana 


Phone 6 


Lig Oo Wire oA VEIN | SCOTTY'S TAVERN 
780 Manchester Ave, 


BEER & WINE 
BEER — WINE — MIXED DRINKS Carry Out 


103 Canal St. 


RAYMOND & JACK SCOTT, Owners 
Wabash, Indiana 


CARRY OUT BEER & LIQUORS 


102 


Golden Wedding Anniversary 


ae 


Mr. and Mrs, Alex Flora and Family 


Ga bcnieh ee epi 


The stability of a population is an important 
factor in the progress of a community. 


We are very proud to list the following farms 
in this community which have remained in the 
same families for 100 years or more. 


The farm now owned by Nellie Abshire 
Flohr was inherited from, her father, Isaac Ab- 
shire, and her grandfather, Abraham Abshire, 
who purchased it in 1837. 


Harold Bowman now owns the farm which 
was owned by his grandfather, Henry I. Bow- 
man, and his great-grandfather, Isaac Bow- 
man. 


Ira Black's family now own the farm which 
he inherited from his father, John Black. 


The farm now owned by Mrs. Cary Clark 
was inherited by her late husband from his 
father, Frank S. Clark, and his grandfather, 
Varnham Clark, Sr., who purchased it in 1848. 
A part of this land is owned by Mrs. Peter J. 
(Mabel Clark) Milam who is a granddaughter 
of Varnham Clark, Sr. 


Paul Deardorff was the first of the family to 
own their farm one mile south of Roann. This 
farm was inherited by John Deardorff, Sr., and 
is now owned by Jasper Deardorff. 


One hundred ten years ago, Lorenzo Doud, 
Sr., purchased the land north of Chili which 
has become so well known as Doud’s Orchard. 
Brenson Doud, a son, was the next owner, and 
the orchard now belongs to his heirs under 
the management of Lorenzo V. Doud. 


The farm now owned by Lydia (Rosenthal) 
and Donald Dolby has descended through Mrs. 
Dolby's mother, Winona (Taylor) Rosenthal, 
and her grandmother, Lydia (Schuler) Taylor, 
from her great-grandfather, Philip Schuler. 


In 1843 Joel Milam purchased the farm south 
of Roann which is now owned by his grand- 


son, Peter J. Milam, and occupied by Katherine 
(daughter of Peter J.) and Mylin Carr. Peter J. 
Milam’s father, Noah Milam, was the interven- 
ing Owner. 


The 94 acres owned by Hugh Richardson 
was inherited from his father, Edward Richard- 
son, and his grandfather, John Richardson. 


Mrs. Arnold Schuler is the owner of the farm 
in Pleasant Township on which the lake is 
located which her husband inherited from his 
mother, Allie (Arnold) Schuler Ward, and her 
father, Ralph Arnold. This farm has been in the 
family for about 118 years. 


The Van Buskirk farm just south of Eel River 
on the East side of State Road No. 15 was 
originally purchased by Ellis Miller in 1840 
from his father, John Miller. This farm des- 
cended to his daughter, Martha, who was Mrs. 
Daniel Van Buskirk, and the mother of Dow, 
Edith, Orrill, and Fred Van Buskirk. 


Part of Ross Watson's Farm was originally 
purchased from the Government by his great- 
grandfather, James Jack, in 1836. James Jack's 
son, Thomas Jack, died at an early age, and 
the farm was inherited by his children, James 
E. Jack and Margaret (Jack) Watson, from their 
grandfather. Ross is the son of Margaret (Jack) 
Watson. 


The farm now owned by Kenneth Watson 
which was formerly Margaret (Jack) Watson's 
(his grandmother) was inherited from her 
mother, Sarah T. Jack, and from her parents, 
George and Susan Wright. 


The farm now owned by Wilbur Lavengood 
about three miles south of Roann was inherited 
from his father, Zacariah Lavengood, and prior 
to that from Jacob Baldwin. 


The Elias Stone farm now owned by Mrs. 
Vera Stone Irelan has also been in the family 
more than one hundred years. 


Spiece 


Fruit Market 
Highway 15 North 


City Limits of Wabash 


Walter Grace 


GRADES 1 and 2 — ’52 and ’53 — Mrs, Harold Deardorff, teacher 
Top row: Stanley Weller, David York, Russell Krom, Joyce Rogers, 
Pamela Cline, Jeanne Hunnings. 

Second Row: Jack Smith, Larry Lane, Bobby Lynn, Bobby Kramer, 
Richard Cowles, Mickey Slonaker, Michael Young, 

Third Row: Donnie Schafer, Ronnie Maish, Bonnie Dunfee, Darlene 
Harris, Nancy Dyson, Patricia Wood, Priscilla Hippensteel. 

Fourth Row: Dale Yocum, Ronnie Shepherd, Cozette Baker, Nancy 
Murphy, Sharon Malott, Nancy Wratzer, Margaret Hapner, Sherry 
Bowman, 

Fifth Row: Dennis Desper, Richard Steele, David McCord, Terry 
Rogers, Jimmie Pell, David Williamson, Glenn Everest, Eugene 
Teague, Gene Dyson and Dick Rantz. 


ROBERT H. BOWMAN LEGION AUXILIARY 
By Beth Meyer 


On August 26, 1946, a meeting was held at 
the home of Mr. and Mrs. Harold Meyer to or- 
ganize an Auxiliary to the Legion Post, which 
had been organized earlier in the summer. 


Under the capable leadership of Mrs. Edna 
Monroe, 5th District President, of Upland, Indi- 
ana, an Auxiliary to the American Legion Post 
was organized. Nineteen women were present 
who became charter members. Officers elected 
were Ruth B. Flinn, President; Beth Meyer, Vice 
President; Joan Haag, Secretary; Loretta Kea- 
faber, Treasurer; Irene Yocum, Chaplain; Ruth 
York, Historian, and Hazel Bowman, Sergeant- 
at-Arms. 


Our unit became known as Robert H. Bow- 
moan Legion Auxiliary 419, Roann, Indiana. 


Our name sake, Robert H. Bowman, was 
born and grew up on a farm near Roann which 
aad been homesteaded by his great-grand- 
father. 


When in his Senior year, he was called into 
service and was assigned to the U.S.S. St. 
Louis which later became known as the 
“Lucky Lou’. On November 27, 1944, a sneak 
attack came, scoring hits on the hanger deck 
and the port beam and taking its toll, 15 men, 
one of which was our Bob, son of Hubert Bow- 
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man and Mrs. Hazel Bowman. 

Other Gold Star members are Mrs. Leora 
Butcher and Mrs. Hazel McPheeters. 

Some of the projects undertaken in Child 
Welfare included the outfitting of a 10-year- 
old boy from this community. A big doll and 
outfit was given to a little welfare girl south 
of ‘Wabash, A case*.oi- milk was given: a 
baby in the community, also a Christmas box 
was sent to one of our members, a widow and 
her two small sons. 

Each unit is given a Knightstown Child to 
remember. The first year of our organization, 
we had ai little girl, and since that time we 
have had a boy, and the last three years we 
have had the same boy, James Searcy. We 
contribute to Knightstown Christmas, also to 
Vacation Fund, so our adopted boy can have 
a week's vacation. Ruth York entertained 
James in her home for one week. While there 
the Unit presented James with a lot of school 
clothes, and served refreshments for a birthday 
party held for James and David. Each year 
several pounds of cookies are sent to the div- 
ision where our adopted boy lives. Magazines 
and Hallowe’en Costumes are sent to Knights- 
town also. James is remembered each month 
by the Unit, or one of its members with gifts. 


The girls’ school at Clermont was remem- 
bered with a large box of clothing, and money 
was contributed to help furnish a cottage 
there. 

The Unit contributes each year to Cancer, 
Crippled Children, Heart, Christmas Seals, 
Red Cross and Polio Drives, also gives $25.00 
towards the Polio Fund. The Unit also gave to 
the Riley Hospital Fund. 

The Unit has paid the premium on School 
Exhibits at Booster Time. They also gave a 
play, the proceeds being used to purchase a 
Bell Lyre for the school. Again this year the 
Auxiliary with the help of the Legion gave a 
play, ‘Bolts and Nuts’. $150.00 was given the 
Band Fund to help purchase Band Uniforms 
from the Legion and Auxiliary. 

At Decoration time the Auxiliary ladies 
make wreaths, help decorate, and help with 
the children in the parade. One year a Page- 
ant was given by a troupe from Jasper, Ind. 
The different wars from the time of the settle- 
ment of America down to the last World War 
II was acted out by the cast and was very im- 
pressive with music of that era for each differ- 


ent scene. 

The Legion and Auxiliary have had several 
joint picnic suppers, which were enjoyed very 
much. Harold Meyer, the retiring Commander, 
and Mrs. Meyer, the retiring President, gave a 
party for all Legion and Auxiliary members 
and their families. Music was furnished 
throughout the evening by Harold Wiles with 
his accordian, and Eddie Allen with his guitar. 
Mr. Allen sang several songs accompanied by 
Mr. Wiles on the accordian. Walter Shaw, Past 
District Commander, gave a talk of the good 
of the Legion. Games and prizes were awarded 
and a good time enjoyed by all. Refreshments 
were served. 

Several of the home town Legion boys have 
been in Veterans Hospitals, and the Unit has 
remembered them with gifts of fruit. 

The Unit is noted for its Bake Sales, Chili 
Suppers, Silent Auctions, and last but not 
least, the Cafeteria suppers, which have been 
very successful. 

Our Unit has received a Certificate of Merit 
ond National Presidents Membership Citation 
several times. — 


A» BRIEF. HISTORY OF? LAUREL MG hAPT ER 
NO. 144 ORDER OF THE EASTERN STAR 
By Mrs. Maud Van Buskirk 


On January 1, 1894 a meeting was held in 
the Masonic Hall in Roann by a number of 
Masons and their wives for the purpose of or- 
ganizing a chapter of the Order of Eastern 
Star. A petition was sent to Grand Chapter for 
a dispensation to organize Laurel Chapter No. 
144 Order of the Eastern Star. 

E. M. Rager of Ivy Chapter, North Manches- 
ter was appointed a Deputy Worthy Grand 
Patron. He and officers from Ivy Chapter came 
to Roann on January 20, 1894 and initiated 53 
Charter Members, thus starting an organiza- 
tion which has, through the years, been an 
outstanding influence in the community with 
its strong religious, moral, and beneficient 
teachings and practices. Mr. Noble Harter 
served as the first Worthy Patron and Mrs. 
Grace Oswald was the first Worthy Matron. 

Of those original fifty-three, two are living: 
Jessie Leffel (Mrs. Edward Squires) of Wabash 
and 8. S. Gamble of Roann. Among the present 
members of the Eastern Star are the following 
descendants of Charter Members: 


Clarence and John Schuler are the great 
grandsons of Mr. and Mrs. Ralph Arnold and 
the grandsons of Mr. and Mrs. Azro Schuler. 

Lilly LaBoyteaux is the daughter of Mr. and 
Mrs. S. A. LaBoyteaux. 

Mrs. Gordon Deck’s grandfather was A. W. 
Hoffman. 

Mr. and Mrs. I. E. Yocum were the parents 
of Harold Yocum and Mrs. Oren Leedy. 
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Mrs. Harold Yocum is the daughter of S. S. 
Gamble. 

Mr. and Mrs. George Shillinger were the 
crandparents of Mrs. Emma Baber and Tom 
Pence. 

As of May, 1953, there are 147 members of 
Laurel Chapter No. 144 with the following 
people serving as officers: 


Worthy+Matron: >See Helen Clark 
WorihysPoiron eee Vaughn Smallwood 
Associate’ Matronsse) 2 gues Louise Dawson 
Associate ‘Patron ._ 2 22 James Hippensteel 
SECTS RIG netaal nie es aa Vivian Weller 
TREGSURER URGE ae hake Ruth Gillespie 
Conductress 2 ieee ie Mary Ann Rogers 
Marshall £25 Oniee ag eee Opal White 
(Chaplet 2 eee oy ee Jean Dale 
WPOOTIST Zein ote oie Esta Needham 
Adc ls St Ra Inis Martin 
bh Semen siomemaare Oo et emir, 8 Betty Givler 
Esther ete Age Forth cree me te Helen Kratzer 
Morante. i sia aons por eee aes Mabel Johnson 
ELS tone ic ee ean a Getchen DuBois 
Wieder i et A ie Saas Cae Belle Wirt 
Sentinel js. neta el Ree aa John Kratzer 
Promoters cn seme! 2 ae Maude Whitmyre 


Laurel Chapter has been represented in 
Grand Chapter by Evelyn Smallwood as 
Grand Martha. Mrs. Smallwood is now serving 
as Grand Representative to British Columbia. 

The 50th Anniversary of Laurel Chapter was 
observed in June, 1944, with a colorful page- 
ant, ‘Echoes of the Past.” 


REBEFAH LODGE No. 170 


Zilliah Rebekah Lodge 170 was established 
in Stockdale, Miami County, March 30, 1876, 
with John C. Appleman, Lizzie Appleman, Al- 
len Daggy, Samantha Daggy, B. H. Rank, 
Clara Rank, G. W. Drake, Catherine Mowery, 
R. A. Meek and Zilliah Meek as Charter mem- 
bers, the name “Zilliah” honoring Sister Zil- 
liah Meek was given the newly organized 
lodge with a membership of forty-two. It was 
moved to Roann, Wabash Co., in August, 1880. 


All furniture, regalia, rituals, records, and 
charter were destroyed by fire, the largest fire 
Roann ever witnessed, in 1901. 


A new duplicate charter was issued January 
29, 1901 by James Kimmel, Grand Masster and 
B. F. Foster, Grand Secretary, of Indianapolis. 


ihe *Rebekansiand Brothers of-1::O. O.'F. 
worked hard and faithfully at a new task of 
securing funds for a new hall by means of 
markets; Alumni Society; serving other organi- 
zations and banquets. 

Donations were received from other or- 
ganizations which was proof they were living 
up to the teachings of Sisters and Brothers in 
distress. 


Under the leadership of O. H. Comer, G. P. 
Kidd, J. B. Lockridge, Steve Ocker, George Al- 
len, A. H. Conner, David Peters, Jacob Butter- 
baugh, Charles Thompson, 8S. La ,Boyteaux, 
Dan Whitmyre, C. Enyeart, Clarence Grogg, 
William Petty, Joe Hiner, John Zehner, Linc 
Bobblett, all deceased; and their faithful co- 
workers, a new hall was soon rebuilt. 


In 1902, dishes, stove, carpet, and organ 
were purchased and regalia was loaned until 
new could be purchased under the leadership 
of a committee appointed by the Noble Grand, 
Lottie Chinworth, Lizzie Spiece, Lottie Martin- 
dale, Edith Halderman, Marie Petty, Edith Love, 
Kate Thompson, Orrill Ocker, all deceased, and 
Lilly LaBoyteaux, working and cooperating 
with the committee appointed by Shequot 
Lodge made these dreams come true. 


In reading over past records we find our- 
selves completely overtaken with awe, as to 
how times have changed. Initiation fees 25c; 
dues 25c per year with meetings in afternoons 
once a month; later increase in fees and dues 
and meetings Ist and 3rd Friday nights and 
then to each Friday night. 


Increased interest developed by leaps and 
bounds and experienced a yet higher develop- 
ment and growth in all the excellencies and 
blesssings belonging to our order. 
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In 1919 W. E. and Laura Giltner and daugh- 
ter, Ola, moved their membership to Marion, 
Indiana, like many others who have itrans- 
ferred to various locations with our blessings. 

Death has also removed many from our 
midst, but sweet memories continue to linger 
with us. Our Memorial Services are never 
neglected. 


At Home on the beautiful hill of God, 

By: the valley of rest so fair, 

Some day, sometime, when our task is done 
With joy we shall meet Him there. 


Sometime, yet on the hilltop, 

Of the city that hath no ‘pain, 
He will wait in His beautiful doorway 
To bid us welcome again. 


The first District was held in our hall and 
officers were elected including orders in Wa- 
bash and Huntington Counties and was called 
District Number 32, with four meetings each 
year and later changed to three a year. 


Lula Maurer was elected treasurer of the 
district in 1934; recording secretary in 1935; 
vice president in 1937 and received her com- 
mission as District Deputy President’ at Ind- 
ianapolis Rebekah Assembly in October, 1938 
and served to 1939. Much was accomplished 
and much help was given by the Sisters who 
promised to give support, help and prayers. 


Viva Banks completed her four years of 
service in 1950. Officers at present include: 


Emmaline Haag — Noble Grand 
Thelma Rantz — Vice Grand 


Olive Conn — Recording Secretary 
Loretta Keatfaber — Financial Secretary 
Lula Maurer — Treasurer 


Nellie Miller — Chaplain 
Viva Banks — R. S. N. G. 
Urcella Hodson — L. S. V. G. 
Elle: Wakely “oh baci G, 
Edna Bryon — L. S. V-G. 
Beth Meyer Past Grand 
Lucille Slonaker — Conductor 
Margaret Stouffer — Warden 
Marlou Dillard — Flag Bearer 
Alice Draper — I. 8. G. 

Mary Siders — O. S. G. 
Elizabeth Corder — Pianist 
Nellie Flohr — Installing Officer 


eg /L- il Papers oLegion 


Although the national organization of the 
American Legion dates from World War I days, 
it was not until the veterans of World War II 


returned that a local post was organized in 
1946 under the name of Robert H. Bowman 
Post No. 419. The post was named in honor 
of Robert H. Bowman, one of the boys 
of the community who “gave the last full 
measure of devotion; that this nation, 
under God, shall have a new birth of freedom: 
and that government of the people, by the 
people, and for the people, shall not perish 
from the earth”, 


The local post was organized to fulfill a 
need for fellowship which the boys felt, and to 
make their contribution in helping to build 
this community along the ideals for which 
they had fought. 


In the furtherance ofthese ideals, each year 
the Legion has given a citizenship award to 
the senior boy and senior girl who are select- 
ed as the best citizens of the class. Also, they 
have been sending a representative from the 
high school to Boys’ State. 
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The Legion has assumed the responsibility 
for arranging the annual Memorial Day Serv- 
ices in Roann. They installed a new fire siren 
for the community. They have built sidewalks 
connecting the school to the town walks for 
the safety and convenience of the children, 
with the town furnishing the materials. 

The following were charter members of the 
local post: 

John Bryan, Robert O. Lynn, Robert Wood, 
Raymond Spiece, Wilbert Sullivan, Richard 
Cowles, Robert Haag, Truman Blocher, Devon 
Steele, James Bowman, John Freeman, Noble 
Morphew, Harold Bowman, Gerald Pankop, 
John Rantz, Robert Harrell and Milton Grogg. 

The officers for 1953 are: 


Commaoanders oa es eee John Freeman 
Ist Vice-Commander 22 S27_~ Ralph J. DuBois 
2nd Vice-Commander =_._.1.- Harvey Yocum 
Adimiont gauss 2am ARR oo ME Harold Meyer 
FinoncesOllicer*amenn ome Glenn Yocum 
Choplennis ayy: afer saat an wee Wilbert Sullivan 
Sou-AtATM Ske eC eee Theodore Keaffaber 
Historic eae ae eae a Otto Lee Rantz 
pervice: Olficer =: 0 whee Dr. James G. Kidd 


Kee a hy 


Back Row: Orla Showalter, Dir.; Galen Eiler, Dir.; Garland Fisher, 3rd Vice-Pres.; 
fZearge Giltner, Dir. 


Front Row: Willard West, Tail Twister; Eugene Miller, Sec. and Treas.; Dale Kinzie, 
Pres.; Wilbert Sullivan, Lion Tamer; Jim Bowman, Vice-Pres, 


The Roann Lions Club received its Charter 
in November of 1942 with 44 members. The 
present membership is 52. 

The club's activities are guided by com- 
mittees known as Agriculturel (boys and girls), 
Citizenship and Patriotism, Civic Improve- 
ments, Community Betterment, Education, 
Health and Welfare, Safety, Sight Conserva- 
tion and Blind, and United Nations. 

Part of the local projects sponsored by the 
club have been: Lighting of the soft ball field; 
the railroad flasher systems at crossings of 16 
and 15; helping equip the P. T. A. kitchen in 
the school; the purchase of a tape recorder for 
the school; contribution of $100.00 in the past 
year to the Wabash County March of Dimes; 
and at the present time securing new street 
stop signs for our town. 

Generous donations are given yearly to 
numerous charitable organizations as voted 
by the board of directors, including Christmas 
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for children at White’s Institute. An- entry to 
the Cross Eye Foundation was sponsored re- 
cently for a local citizen. 

The club has been a true symbol of the in- 
ternational code of ethics, symbolizing L—Lib- 
erty; I—Intelligence; O—-Our; N—Nations, and 
S—Ssafety. 

Members serving as presidents of the Roann 
Lions Club are as follows: 


1942—James H. Deck 
1943—N. N. Tombaugh 
1944—James Van Buskirk 
1945—R. H. Sausaman 
1946—Thomas Earl 
1947—Lloyd Grandstatf 
1948—Robert L. Gaunt 
1949—Howard Harmon 
1950—Vaughn Smallwood 
1951—Varnam Clark 
1952—Fred Petty 
1953—Dale V. Kinzie 


RA ORE asha aL 


Be ee eet 


Frank Crow, Jesse Whitmyre James Nicely, Bruce Mouser 
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Samuel M, Baird, Postmaster, 1890 


se Pest Office at this date was located in 


T 


‘he rear of the Bank building, continuing 
there until about 1900 when it was moved 
to the east side of Main Street into the 
second building south of the alley. It was 


in this building in 1901 when fire de- 


stroyed most of the east side of the street. 


Present day Post Office 
Blanche Petty, clerk; 
Jesse O. Whitmyre, who 
has served as carrier 
since Nov, 16, 1912; Ruth 


Baird Flinn, Postmaster. 


® 


eRe, 


mm 
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1. Band — 1900 
2. Band — 1933 


3. Band, North Manchester Fair 
Grounds, 1908, 


Seated, Front: Ora Abshire, Billy 
Coble, 


Standing: Jesse Whitmyre, Ott 
Rantz, Clarence Maurer, uniden- 
tified, Bud Williams, Tommy 
Lukens, Sam _ Butterbaugh, Ol 
Comer, 


On Stairs, Reading Down: N, P. 
Lavengoood, Chas Hensler, Fritz 
Gillespie, Frank Morehouse, Cal 
Rantz. 


1953 High School Band 
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School Director 
Mrs. Ronald Bussard 


Volunteer Vacation Director 
Mrs, Lloyd Grandstaff 


1 
2. 


3. 
4. 
5. 
6. 
7 


8. 


Main Street looking north, 
“By the Bend In the River.” 
Early Winter. 

Bill Pankon's prize. 


Lovely Ladies: Ruth Flinn, Lola Giltner, Marilyn Dyson, 


Clarence Haag, Marshall; City Hall. 


Cub Scouts, Back Row: Richard Cowles, Bobby Kramer, Davey York, Bobby Lynn. 
Front Row: Mike Young, Dick Rantz, and Dale Yocum. 


Lukens. 


Gerald, Bob, Raymond, Earl and Paul Dyson. 


Bae 


e 
Sieh 


SER CHEE 


Last respects paid to the 
“Roann Razor” 


May 20, 1953, this solemn 
procession headed by Rev. W. 
Sullivan, marked the _ close 
of the use of the “razor blade.” 
From this day forth, the instru- 
ment has become obsolete, and 
the “Brothers of the Brush” 
headed by Bob Lynn, are avail- 


able, everywhere to substaniate 
it. 


Rev. Sullivan after “a few 
well chosen words”, saw the 
erstwhile worthy and _ useful 
object folded, and laid to rest. 

Not to be bro’t forth until the 
Resurrection morning, on Sept. 


28th. 


Burial was made in the grave 
atop a scenic park in the cen- 


ter of town. 


ROSS LOCKRIDGE—Hoosier historian. 


COULD YOU NAME THE BABIES? 


Row 1, Top to Bottom: Fred Van Buskirk, John V. 
Beamer, George Giltner, Lloyd Grandstaff, 

Row 2, Top to Bottom: Noble Tombaugh, Louise 
Ruth York, Ed and John 


Pence, Louise Sloop, 


Yarian, 


Row 3, Top to Bottom: N. P. Lavengood, Jim 


Turner, Ruth Flinn. 


Row 4, Top to Bottom: John Dunfee, Martha Lynn, 


Tom Pence, Louise, Chlome and Nellie Keppel. 


James Gordon Kidd 


NOTEWORTHY PERSONS FROM THE 
COMMUNITY 


JACK SMITH—for many years a cartoonist for 


a New York newspaper 


MARSHALL TILMAN—Invented the thermostat 


which was later bought and used by 
Mark C. Honeywell. 


ROME & THURMAN WAGNER—brothers and 


sons of Joseph Z. Wagner. While working 
with X-Ray in the experimental stage, 
they became fatally burned. Later a 
book was written and dedicated to the 
twenty-two men whose lives had been 
sacrificed to “the cause of science.” 


NOBLE HARTER—Organized the first commis- 


sioned high school. Later moved to Cali- 
fornia where a monument now stands 
in his honor. 


(See 


special article) 


SNOWDEN FLORA—Was associated with the 
U. S. Weather bureau in Topeka, Kan- 
sas. He was retired in 1949 at the age of 
70. Mr. Flora has recently written a 
book, “Tornadoes in the United States”. 
The book has created much comment 
in the press and was given special at- 
tention in LIFE magazine shortly after 
its publication. 


RICHARD LUKENS—While working in the 
United States Coastal and Geodetic Sur- 
vey discovered a navigable channel in 
the Kuskokwim River in Alaska. He also 
helped identify several small islands in 
that vicinity. 


JOHN V. BEAMER—is the present Representa- 
tive to Congress from the Fifth Indiana 


Disitick 


Taken from the pageant, which was given in celebration of the 50th Anniversary of 
Laurel Chapter No. 144, June 7, 1944. 
First Row: Blanche Petty, Harriett Thompson, Ina Tombaugh, Maple DuBois, Edith 


Abell, Dorothy Van Buskirk. 


Second Row: Louise Whistler, Maude Whitmyre, Ida Early, Maud Van Buskirk, Clara 
Spiece, Leah Williams, Orrill Van Buskirk, Ruth Flinn, Lena Sullivan, Emma Baber. 


Third Row: Florence Capes, Alice Harmon, Mrs, Smith, Louise Pence, Evelyn Small- 
wood, Florence Petty, Dorothy Tackwell. 

Fourth Row: Jesse O. Whitmyre, Dr. J. G. Kidd, Lloyd Grandstaff, Orleana Kidd, Wm. 
Whistler, Alma Grandstaff, Vaughn Smallwood, Fred Petty, N. N, Tombaugh, 
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PRISER AUTO SALES, INC. 
DE SOTO — PLYMOUTH 
G, M. C. TRUCKS 
Sales and Service 
Phone 361 
North Manchester, Ind. 


WABASH IMPLEMENT CoO., INC. 
QUALITY JOHN DEERE 
FARM EQUIPMENT 
We Service What We Sell 


BRILLION PULVERIZERS - 
CELINA FEEDERS 


520 S. Wabash St. Wabash, Ind. 


JONES GARAGE 
Sales | . HUDSON Service 
Phone 349 488 So, Wabash 


Wabash, Indiana 


Congratulations 


Mr. and Mrs. L. C. Smith 


ROANN MONUMENT WORKS 


Phone 31 Roann, Ind. 


GEYER MOTOR SALES, Inc. 
THE ONE FINE CAR IN ITS FIELD 
Telephone 904 537 So. Wabash St. 


Wabash, Indiana 


PAW PAW HATCHERY 
AND 
LEGHORN FARM 
AMERICA’S BEST BRED LEGHORNS 
MARTIN’S FEEDS; POULTRY SUPPLIES 


Phone 25F40 Roann, Indiana 


Congratulations 
To The Citizens 
of Roann 
on Their Accomplishments 
over the past 


100 years 


Central-Murphy Furniture Co. 
PERU, INDIANA 


Phone 480 


UNITED AUTOMOTIVE SERVICE 


LAWRENCE HETTMANSPERGER 


175 W. Market St. 


ROSE MOTOR SALES 
PACKARD and PACKARD CLIPPERS 


USED CARS 


460 So, Wabash St. Phone 1588 


WABASH, INDIANA 
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For a Better Deal in a Used Car See 


OGAN’S USED CAR SALES 


Across from State Highway Garage 


Wabash, Indiana Phone 60W 


ROSS F. LOCKRIDGE 
“Hoosier Appreciation” 


(Taken from April 1951 Indiana Alumni 
Magazine.) 


“Whereas, Ross F. Lockridge long ago re- 
cognized that history alone holds a key to the 
future, that only in the pages of history can 
mankind find a safe and sensible guide for 
charting its future course since human nature 
repeats itself with each succeeding genera- 
tion; and 
‘ _.. (he) pioneered the movement to drama- 
tize history and its great characters as a 
means toward making history a real and mov- 
ing force in the lives of all citizens; and 


“. . conceived and brought into being the 
Hoosier Historical Institutes, which have con- 
ducted history classes on the spots where the 
great events of Indiana's past actually trans- 
pired; and 

himself has been the guiding spirit and 
principal attraction of these week-end tours 
portraying in such a colorful and realistic man- 
ner the historic roles of LaSalle, George Rogers 
Clark, William Henry Harrison, Tecumseh, 
James Whitcomb Riley and many other famous 
personages of Indiana's growth and develop- 
ment; and 

‘_. is the foremost single authority on the 
local histories of all counties and communities 
in Indiana; and 


’ _. his knowledge, understanding, and love 
for the first Hoosiers, the red-skin aborigine 


inhabitonts of our fair state, is most profound 
and unexcelled. 


‘he has been forced to retire from active 
direction of and participation in the Hoosier 
Historical Institutes; now, therefore 


“Be it resolved that the Senate of the Gen- 
eral Assembly of the State of Indiana, the 
House of Representatives concurring: 


“That the heartfelt thanks and appreciation 
of a grateful Hoosier citizenry is hereby ex- 
pressed to Ross F. Lockridge with the hope 
that he will have many years of future service 
to his beloved state and that this great endeav- 
or of his creation, the Hoosier Historical Insti- 
tutess, may be perpetuated as a means of 
preserving our proud and noble Hoosier heri- 
tage and creating in our people the desire to 
cling to the ideals of their birthright as Ameri- 
can and Hoosier citizens.” 


Among his writings are: How Government 
Functions in Indiana, 1918; George Rogers 
Clark, 1927; A. Lincoln, 1930; The Hoosier 
Township Trustee, 1930;, LaSalle, 1931; The 
Old Fauntleroy Home, 1939; Theodore Tes 
Thieme -— A.Man of His’ ‘Times, 1941; The 
Labrynth of New Harmony, 1941; History of 
Indiana, 1951; now being used in the public 
schools of Indiana. 


His son, Ross Lockridge, Jr., was the author 
of ‘Raintree County.” 


THE LITTLESTOWN 


I will choose the little town 
For that’s where the trees grow wise, 
Where my garden has plenty of welcome space 
For flowers to open their eyes. 


I will choose the little town 
With grasses beneath my feet, 
Where the laughter and squeals of children at 
play 
Are noisy, as they are sweet. 


I will love the little town 
Near a river, where nearby 
Are willow trees and sycamores 
Beneath a starlit sky. 


Here one can pause and send her thoughts 
As far as her soul can go, 

Can listen in a quiet night 
And hear all nature grow. 


Here one can love and work and play 
With folks whose roots go down 

Deep in the sod. In the hand of God 
Nestles this little town. 


A rapturous choir of singing birds 
Awakens me at dawn. 

Thanksgiving turns my heart and face 
To the East, with her glory on. 


And day fills up like a waiting cup 
With friendliness, work and bliss.— 
No neighborhood on a city street 
Offers anything like this! 


So — cows, and sows, and farmers’ plows, 
I daily hear them mentioned, 
And sheep, — I sleep when shadows creep 


Or chat with widows pensioned. 
So I will die beneath this sky 
And sleep beneath this sod 
Near the little town that nourished me 
So close to the heart of God. 


— \. Friederika Van Buskirk 
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